
           
 

 

               
 

                                                             
        

September 2017 
 

 

“But if we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus, his 

Son, purifies us from all sin.” 

1 John 1:7 

 

 
At the close of a recent worship service, one of our elders 

and his wife stood before their church family and shared 

openly about a very difficult situation at work which had 

led to his losing his job. For many, the transparency 

displayed by this couple was both surprising and not a 

little disconcerting. It was surprising because we live in a 

society that is intensely private. Our lives and experiences 

are our own. Our homes are private fiefdoms from which 

we venture forth in the morning to earn a living, and to 

which we retreat at the close of the day. We may share 

snippets of our lives with others through Social Media, 

but beyond those controlled views through virtual 

windows into our castles of solitude, we live in the 

shadows. To open the door, as our elder did, to his 

personal life, was to bring into the open things that we 

have been taught should remain in the dark. 

As a culture marked by fierce individualism, we value 

independence. For Westerners, self-sufficiency is a mark 

of success and to this end, it is vital that we never show 

weakness or admit to fault. Dependence upon others is a 

dangerous thing, and if anyone were to know about our 

struggles we would be vulnerable to attack. For this 

reason, we live behind self-made facades intended to 

display perpetual strength and success.  

The tragedy of living behind such self-erected walls is that 

while we intend for them to protect us, in reality, they 

isolate us. They isolate us from others and from the light. 

The Apostle John made clear in his first letter that we 

cannot walk in darkness and have fellowship with Christ. 

If we choose to pretend that our lives are perfect, that we 

never feel disappointment or make mistakes, these walls 

which we've raised separate us from the One John 

recorded is "the light of the world" (John 8:12).  The 

beauty of the Gospel is that it frees us from our self-

created prisons of sin and unrealistic expectation. 

According to the Scriptures, no one is good, and we don’t 

have to be, for while we were still sinners Christ died for 

us (Romans 5:8).  

Immanuel, our walls isolate us from Christ and keep us 

from finding the fulfillment that He created us to enjoy in 

a relationship with Him and one another. We aren't saved 

because we deserve it, but rather because God is 

gracious. For this reason, we ought to make every effort 

to live in the light. We should walk in the light, as John 

calls us to, so that we may have free and fulfilling  
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fellowship with one another as the blood of Jesus purifies 

us from all our sin. Let us not allow unconfessed sin to 

trap us behind walls we were never intended to live 

behind!  

Rejoice! 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We exalt God above all by evangelizing, equipping 

and embracing all nations.   

 

 

 

LORD’S SUPPER 
 

The Lord’s Supper will be observed on Sunday, 

September 17. 

 

 

 

We have coffee in the Fellowship 

Hall before Sunday School every 

Sunday morning.  Come join us for 

fellowship. 
 

 

 
You are invited to join us for 

breakfast the first Sunday of 

every month at 9:15 in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Our next social will be on October 

1, hosted by Quinn Morgan’s class.   Come – enjoy 

the breakfast and fellowship with other Sunday 

School members. 

 
 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Josh Webb                          Heather van Brackel  

(west) 

Jeff Lang                                           Judy Myers (east)                                                                        

                                             Rory van Brackel  (south)                                                        

                                                                                      

NOTE:  Feel free to change doors assigned.  This way 

you may meet new or old friends!!!   

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 

           MENUS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

Be sure to sign up for the dinner on the 13th.  If you 

enjoy the desserts, please sign up on the sheet 

provided. 
 

Sept.  13 Chicken Alfredo, peas 

          20 Meatloaf, mashed pot., green beans 

            27 Pork tenderloin, au gratin potatoes, greens 

 

 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
 

Our Quarterly Business Meeting will be held at 6:15 

on Wednesday, September 6, and will be followed by 

a time of corporate prayer.  There will be no youth or 

children activities that evening.  All will resume the 

following week. 

 

 

BROTHERHOOD 
         

The Brotherhood will resume their monthly meetings 

again on Saturday, September 9, at 8:45.  All men are 

invited for a great breakfast and fellowship. 
 

 
*** WMU NEWS *** 

 

UNITED IN PRAYER 
MD/DE STATE MISSION OFFERING 

 

   Seeking Christ’s spirit, “they all were continually 

united in prayer . . .” (Acts 1:14) 

 

Every year in September our convention unites to           

pray and financially support ministries that reach 

people in unique ways.  One hundred per cent of 

funds collected support local evangelism projects; 

such as collegiate outreach, disaster relief, church 

planting, and disabled outreach, to name a few. 

 

The Week of Prayer for State Missions is September 

10 – 17.  The goal for the offering is $2,500.  Pray 

about your part in reaching this goal. 

 

 

Patience is trusting in God’s timing. 
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LIAISONS 
We are in need of liaisons for both our partnership     

with East Salisbury and a new connection that we are 

trying to establish with the Christian Shelter.  These 

liaisons would keep us aware of how our church can 

help with the needs of these ministries and their 

events.  If interested, call the office.  

 

 

MALI PEOPLE 
Continue to keep the Mali people group in your 

prayers.  Seeds are being sown but need to grow.  

Some growth is seen but needs to be watered.   

 

 

    LADIES BREAKFAST GATHERING 
                  September 16, 10:00 – 11:30 
 

All ladies are invited to enjoy a few hours of 

fellowship, food and a great speaker.  Invite a friend.  

Hosted by the WMU. 

                             
10 – 10:30   Breakfast finger foods, coffee, tea 

10:30 – 11:30  Speaker telling of mission trips to 

China, Australia, and  her journey with God to her 

present ministry in Salisbury.  Know who it is yet? 
 

 SAVE THE DATE    INVITE A FRIEND 

DON’T MISS THIS! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two new discipleship courses are set to begin on 

Wednesday, September 13.  The two six-week 

studies are “Jesus and the Journey into Joy,” taught 

by John Piper; and “I am N” by The Voice of the 

Martyrs. 

 

The Piper course explores the theme of joy found in 

the book of Philippians.  Participants will use their 

Bibles as the text for this study. 

 

 

For the other course, the “I am N” title is drawn from 

the name applied to Christians by radical Islamist 

extremists such as ISIS.  These groups call 

Christians “followers of the Nazarene.” 

 

After the first six-week schedule is completed, the 

courses will be offered again so that participants will 

be able to switch courses and benefit from both. 

 

Starting time will be 6:15 p.m., following the 

Wednesday evening dinner. 

 
 

 

 

The Girls in Action group will meet 

Wednesday evenings beginning 

September 6 from 6:15 – 7:15 p.m. 

 

The theme this year is “Mission:  Hit the Road.”  We 

will learn about missionaries who “hit the road” to 

share the good news of God’s love.  Girls in 1st 

through 6th grade are invited.  Come find out what 

frog eye salad is and help prepare it and enjoy it. 

 
                          
 

 

             September 20 

 

 

 
 

BETH MOORE SIMULCAST 
Allen Memorial Baptist Church 

September 16, 2017 

9:30 a.m. – 4:15 p.m. 

Advance tickets -- $20      At the door -- $25 

www.allenmemorial.org                        410-742-2659 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.allenmemorial.org/
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COTTER’S COMMENTS 

 

Immanuel,  
 

This month, Emily and I will begin a young adult 

small group at our home! Over the summer we began 

to see the need for such a group in the lives of many 

of our friends that have been looking for a community 

of believers that can relate to their position in life and 

encourage them in their faith and pursuit of Christ. 

We are thankful for the opportunity to start this group 

and we pray that God will use it to bring glory to His 

name! 
 

One of the biggest dangers in the Christian life is 

feeling like we are alone in our walk with God, and 

that no one is able to understand the things that we are 

going through. The time after graduating from 

college, and before establishing a family, is one of the 

toughest times for both single and married Christians 

who do not have many fellow Christians that can 

relate to their place in life. Emily and I pray that this 

group will be an opportunity to unite and encourage 

believers that have been feeling like they are living 

out their faith on their own, without the support of 

fellow Christians to pray for them and encourage 

them. 
 

Please be in prayer for us and for those whoay attend. 

Our prayer is that this group will provide an 

opportunity for biblical community and spiritual 

growth! 
 

Please continue to pray for the youth as well! We are 

going to the Lock-In at Allen Memorial Baptist on 

September 22. I will be delivering the message and 

our youth will join roughly 100 students from the area 

in worship, fun, and fellowship! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 
 4   Chloe Marshall 

 5   Norma Lee Carr 

 9   Jim Aurelio 

 10   Melissa Powell 

16   Heather van Brackel, 

 18   Paul Braungart 

 21   Walter Scarborough 

 22   Jeff Lang 

     Emma Marshall 

           25   Mike Schofield        

 

 

DISASTER RELIEF 
 

Immanuel, In view of Hurricane Harvey, please join 

us in providing aid for the victims by: 

 

1. Praying for survivors, first responders, local 

churches, local, state and national government 

leaders, businesses which have been destroyed 

and voluntary organizations. 

 

2. Our Association is collecting new, unopened 

items such as   Bottled Water, Non perishable 

canned goods, Diapers – any size, Baby 

formula, and Hand Sanitizer.  These items 

may be dropped off at the church. 

 

3. If you would like to contribute financially, 

you can follow the links below: 

 

https://bcmd.org/give/ 

http://www.texasbaptistmen.org/Give-Now 

https://www.namb.net/send-relief/disaster-
relief/hurricane-harvey  

 

https://bcmd.org/give/
http://www.texasbaptistmen.org/Give-Now
https://www.namb.net/send-relief/disaster-relief/hurricane-harvey
https://www.namb.net/send-relief/disaster-relief/hurricane-harvey
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Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is 

a flower.
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