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“While they were there, the 

time came for the baby to be 

born ….” 

               Luke 2:7 

As I write this article, the 

sound of Christmas music is 

wafting down the hall. You 

might not find this fact 

surprising, considering this 

Voice issue’s December date, but I’m writing during 

the second week of November! Pre-Thanksgiving! 

Listening to “Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer,” and 

“Frosty the Snowman,” when leaves are just 

beginning to fall feels fundamentally wrong and yet 

the tunes I hear call for “Joy to the World” because 

“the Lord is come.” I can’t argue with that! 
 

Over the past decade, there has been a growing 

trend within American consumerism, to broaden  

the dates of significant events in order to capitalize 

on the occasion. Black Friday, which has come and 

gone (it is currently two weeks away as I write), has 

now been joined by a Cyber Monday, and Tuesday, 

shoot some businesses have gone whole hog and 

offered their special deals all year long! While the 

retail industry has pioneered ways to maximize 

events that were once ecclesial holidays, the Church 

has not. Now, this is not to say that some Christian 

gatherings have not capitulated to culture and begun 

celebrating Santa and snowmen rather than the 

arrival of the King of kings. But on the whole, we 

have limited our celebration of Christ’s incarnation 

to a single month in the calendar year.  
 

Immanuel, and here I mean our church not the 

enfleshed Son of God, we must guard against the 

temptation to dissect and then compartmentalize the 

Gospel. Many churches celebrate the incarnation for 

the period of four weeks in December. Similarly, 

they remember Christ’s death and resurrection for 

an even shorter period in the spring. The Gospel, 

which is the power of God for the salvation of all 

who believe, is emasculated when not considered in 

totality. Humanity’s dilemma of sin has no 

permanent solution unless the Son of God was born, 

lived and then died upon a cross before His 

resurrection three days later, all in accordance with 

the Scriptures. To remember Christ the babe in 

Bethlehem is sweet but we must not limit our 

celebration to the Advent season alone, just as we 

cannot only celebrate the resurrection on a single 

day in the spring.  
 

So in conclusion, despite being conflicted over the 

sounds of Christmas decking the office’s halls, I 

concede. Christians, we need to celebrate our 

Savior’s birth, along with His death and 

resurrection, every day of the year!  
 

Rejoice! 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We exalt God above all by evangelizing, 

equipping and embracing all nations.   

 

 

You are invited to join us for 

breakfast the first Sunday of 

every month at 9:15 in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Our next 

social will be on December 3, hosted by the 

Berean class.   Come – enjoy fellowship around 

the table and then the Word. 

 

 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 
We have coffee in the Fellowship Hall before 

Sunday School every Sunday morning.  Come 

join us for fellowship. 
 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

Carrie Shehan                 Faye Brittingham (west)  

Jeff Lang                       JoAn Vollkommer (east)                                                            

                                              Faye Parker  (south)                                                        

                                                                                      

NOTE:  Feel free to change doors assigned.  This 

way you may meet new or old friends!!!   

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 

           MENUS FOR JANUARY 
 

Be sure to sign up for the dinners.  If you enjoy 

the desserts, please sign up on the sheet 

provided.  Also, sign up to help with cleanup. 
 

Jan.     6 -- Chili, Baked Potatoes 

  13 – Ham & bean soup, Chicken noodle                    

                  soup and sandwiches 

 
 

 
BROTHERHOOD 

 

The Brotherhood will meet for breakfast and 

fellowship on Saturday, January . 

 

 

*** WMU NEWS *** 
 

WORLD HUNGER RELIEF 
 

Many thanks to all who participated in the Bread 

Bank collection for World Hunger.  

The total amount given is $802.59, 

the largest amount for one collection 

to date.  May God bless the money 

and through the prayer support of our church 

family reach the hungry of the world with the 

gospel. 

 
 

LIAISONS 
We are in need of liaisons for both our 

partnership with East Salisbury and a new 

connection that we are trying to establish with 

the Christian Shelter.  If interested, call the 

office.  

 

MALI PEOPLE 
Continue to keep the Mali people group in your 

prayers.  Seeds are being sown but need to grow.  

Some growth is seen but needs to be watered.   

 

 

LOTTIE MOON 
Your gifts transform lives around the world. There 

are over 2.8 billion people who have never heard the 

Gospel Message. But, together through the Lottie 

Moon Christmas Offering, we can harness every 

dollar possible to reach them. 
 

The International Mission Board has partnered with 

Southern Baptists to send over 3,500 missionaries all 

over the world—even those reached only on foot, 

boat or horseback. 
 

Be in prayer about your part in achieving our goal of 

$7,700.  Every penny goes directly to the expenses 

of keeping our missionaries on the fields. May the 

Lord richly bless our prayers and offerings. 

                                             Wanda and Jill 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Volunteers are needed throughout the day (8:30 – 

3:00) to help children pick out gifts and wrap them.  

We are in need of jewelry boxes, shoeboxes, 

wrapping paper, ribbons, bows and gift bags.  Any 

questions, see Ariela. 

 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

Your 2018 contribution envelopes will be in your 

mailboxes before the end of the year, and the 2017 

statements will be available in January.  If you do 

not receive envelopes but would like to or if you 

have any questions, see Judy Harris. 

 

 

 

 
 

If you would like to send Christmas cards to those 

who attend services regularly, you can place them in 

the basket provided.  The GAs will put them in the 

mail slots for you.  It’s requested that the postage 

you save be given in the offering plate, marked for 

the Lottie Moon Christmas offering..  

 

 

2018 BUDGET 
 

The budget was discussed at a meeting on November 

29.  It will be voted on December 3 during morning 

worship with a yes/no vote and without discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

PSALM 19 – FOCUS OF 

NEW STUDY 

 

The power of God’s Word and its ability to comfort 

the souls of believers is examined in the new 

discipleship course scheduled to begin on January 3, 

2018.  The basis for the study is Psalm 119, the 

longest chapter in the Bible with 176 verses. The 

material in the course will show that even the most 

mature believers face times when God feels distant, 

His Word dry, and the intimacy they experienced 

with Him before seems absent. 
 

In the course titled “Psalm 119,” Pastor Matt 

Chandler introduces participants to the words of 

King David, who faced similar seasons of life. The 

Psalm demonstrates the power of God’s Word in the 

lives of His people. 
 

Matt Chandler, teacher for the 10-week study, is 

pastor at the Village Church in Texas. He also is one 

of the primary leaders of the church-planting group 

titled “Acts 29” and is a prolific writer. He was the 

teacher of an earlier course offered in the 

discipleship series at Immanuel, titled “The Explicit 

Gospel.” 
 

Starting time for each of the sessions will be 6:15 

p.m., following the Wednesday evening dinners. 

 

 

DEADLINE 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 
 

   3    Hyung Kim 

  7    Judy Harris 

  9 Liz Rosenberg 

 11    Maureen Dohr 

 15    Jay Moore 
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 20    Alonia Robinson 

 21    Melody Hitch 

 23    Noah Morgan 

 26    Judy Myers 

 27    Glenn Sheats 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


