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FAITH ALONE 

 

The first centuries of the Church were marred by 

conflict and controversy. True to Christ’s warning 

recorded in Matthew 24:5, many came after Him 

proclaiming another Gospel, a message of salvation 

by God’s grace coupled with man’s effort. The great 

4th Century Bishop of Hippo, Augustine, spent many 

years refuting this subtle heresy as preached by the 

British ascetic Pelagius. Schooled in both Greek and 

Latin, Pelagius was an educated moralist who denied 

that man was born sinful. For Pelagius, the human 

being began life with a blank slate and could then, of 

their own free will, either choose to be saved by the 

grace of God or to reject Him. Thanks in large part 

to Augustine’s apologetic, Pelagius’ dangerous 

teachings were declared heresy at the Council of 

Carthage in 418 AD. 

 

After several hundred years of theological turmoil, 

the 5th Century Church had finally established as 

orthodox: the doctrine of salvation by faith alone, or 

sola fide. Sadly during the medieval period the 

Church, just as the people of Israel before them, 

lapsed into heresy such that by the 16th Century, the 

Pope was offering grace for sale. Any who were 

willing to contribute to papal building projects could 

purchase forgiveness for themselves and loved ones. 

Into the midst of this ecclesial corruption stepped a 

young Augustinian monk by the name of Martin 

Luther. Much as his order’s namesake, Luther was  

 

appalled at the heresy being preached by the Church. 

For Luther, salvation was a work of God’s grace 

alone as any participation by the subject being saved 

annihilated grace. For salvation to be complete, it 

had to be accomplished by God.  

 

Building upon the principle of sola scriptura, where 

the Word of God is man’s ultimate authority for all 

matters of faith and practice, Luther argued that in 

salvation God’s grace is evidenced by His election of 

men and women to faith through the heard word of 

the Gospel without reference to their foreseen merits 

or achievements. In other words, salvation comes by 

grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. This 

belief stood wholly opposed to the position of the 

Catholic Church and resulted in Luther’s 

excommunication. Yet despite strong opposition, 

both ecclesial and political, Luther and his followers 

fought to restore the doctrine of sola fide with their 

lasting legacy being the formation of the Protestant 

Church tradition. 

 

Immanuel, as Baptists who possess a Protestant 

heritage, we are indebted to Luther and the other 

reformers for their faithfulness to the Word of God 

in this essential doctrine. Let us thank God for His 

faithfulness in preserving His Church through the 

Reformation. 

 

Rejoice! 

Pastor Andrew 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We exalt God above all by evangelizing, equipping 

and embracing all nations.   

 

 

We have coffee in the Fellowship 

Hall before Sunday School every 

Sunday morning.  Come join us 

for fellowship. 
 

 
 

                

                                                 
APRIL 

Betsy Jarrett                    Ariela Walsh-Berlin  (west) 

Tommy Jarrett                       Faye Parker (east door) 

                                           Rory van Brackel  (south) 

                                                                                                

NOTE:  Feel free to change doors assigned.  This 

way you may meet new or old friends!!!   
 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 

MENUS FOR APRIL 
 

Apr.  5 –  Chili, Baked potatoes        

       12 –  Meatloaf, Mashed potatoes 

       19 –  Chicken Stir-fry, Asian vegetables    
      26 –  Beef Stew, Green beans           
       

 
 

*** WMU NEWS *** 
By Wanda Ferrier and Jill Braungart 

 

 

WMU will meet on April 19 at 10:00 a.m.   All 

ladies are welcome. 

 

   

 LADIES SPRING RETREAT 

      Immanuel Baptist Church 

            April 1, 10:00 – 2:00     

                                                     
We are expecting 80+ to attend the Retreat.  Our 

speaker is Paula Law, a high-energy former interna- 

Tional missionary to Turkey, Germany and England. 

 

We’re sure that all who attend will receive a blessing 

and enjoy the fellowship and the delicious luncheon 

provided. 

    

 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
 

Don’t forget to bring in your Box Tops for 

Education.  This is one of the ways we can help the 

East Salisbury School.  There is a box in the back of 

the sanctuary. 

 

 

EASTER OFFERING 
 

Our theme for the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 

is “Together for His Kingdom” (Acts 8:12)  

Reaching the unchurched in North America is the 

goal for Southern Baptists, as they pray for 

missionaries, give to support their work, and work 

on the field.  Just like the believers in the early 

church, we are meeting the Great Commission goal 

of preaching the gospel message and baptizing new 

believers. 

  

The goal for our church is $5,200.  Pray about your 

part in helping us reach this goal.  To date we have 

given $1,711.00. 

                                                         

 
. 

If you would like to purchase 

lilies for the sanctuary on 

Easter, the cost is $9.25 each.  Only lilies are 

available this year. There are forms in the back of 

the sanctuary for ordering.  Payment should 

accompany your order. Checks need to be made out 

to IBC.   You can purchase in honor or memory of 

loved ones.  The last day to order is April 3. 

 

 

 

It’s time for spring cleaning and we 

have a job for every able-bodied 

person who can help.  The date is 

April 22 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  The 

rain date is April 29.  There will be indoor projects 

as well as outdoors. 
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All ladies of the church are invited to a baby shower 

for Ariela Berlin on Sunday, April 23, at 4 p.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Ariela is having a boy and is 

registered at Target and Babies ‘R Us.  Join us as we 

celebrate this new little life! 

 

 

 

The deadline for submitting items of 

interest for the May newsletter is 

Thursday, April 20. 

 

 

 

 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 

The choir will rehearse on April 9 at 4 o’clock.  It is 

very important that all be present as we prepare for 

Easter. 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

There will be an opportunity to receive training for 

ESL.  It will be June 16 and 17.  Mark this date and 

consider how having an ESL certificate could help in 

a variety of ways; teaching ESL, mission trips and 

more.  More information to come, but if you have 

questions, speak with Paula Law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

On May 7 there will be a VBS Kick-off meeting at 3 

p.m. for anyone who would like to help.  VBS will 

be held the week of July 10-14. 

 

 
 
 

Unleashed is the title of the next discipleship course, 

scheduled to begin in mid-April. The course 

concentrates on the lifelong process of spiritual 

growth, following the new birth in Christ.  The 

teacher, Dr. Eric Mason, makes the point that God’s 

will is not just for us to be born again, but to become 

more Christlike on a continuing basis.  This growth 

process maximizes God’s work in conforming us to 

His image. 

 

Dr. Mason is the founding and lead pastor of 

Epiphany Fellowship in Philadelphia, and is the 

author of several books. 

 

The discipleship study will meet at 6:15 on 

Wednesday evenings, following the dinner and 

fellowship time.  The projected starting date is April 

12. 

 

 

The Girls in Action group thank 

you for your generous donation of 

$596.91 to the “Pure Water, Pure 

Love” offering.  The church has 

purchased 4 filters for the faucets in 

James and Sarah Morgan’s home, and 2 personal 

filters for their use as they travel.  The remaining 

money will be sent to “Pure Water, Pure Love” for 

their other water purification projects. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Good Friday service – 6:00 p.m. 

 

 Easter Sunrise service – 6:15 a.m. 

 

 Breakfast – 9:15 a.m. 

 

 Worship – 10:00 a.m. 
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     COTTER’S COMMENTS 

 

Last month I wrote to you about the importance of 

teaching your children and/or grandchildren about 

God and praying for them throughout the week, and 

I want to continue that discussion this month. In my 

sermon a few weeks back, we talked about Jesus’ 

words in Matthew 28 where he commands us to “go 

and make disciples.” When it comes to our family, 

we don’t have to go very far to start making 

disciples! 

 

I was recently reading a very interesting article on 

the Gospel Coalition website about the importance of 

intentional discipleship within the family. The author 

stated how she and her mom would sit down once a 

week and her mom would ask her about her life, 

what she was reading in the Bible, how her prayer 

life was going, and even point out sin in her life. Her 

mom truly discipled her by teaching her about the 

importance of Biblical disciplines and accountability 

through a loving, caring relationship. 

 

Intentional disciple making within the family is 

grounded in the Word of God, as we see from 

Deuteronomy chapter 11. verse 1 says, “Love the 

LORD your God and keep his requirements, his 

decrees, his laws and his commands always” and it 

continues in verse 19 saying, “Teach them to your 

children, talking about them when you sit at home 

and when you walk along the road, when you lie 

down and when you get up.” 

 

Family is a unique opportunity that we have been 

given by God and I want to encourage you to make 

the most of the relationships that God has placed in 

your life to glorify Him and to teach others about 

Him! 

 

 

            

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 
 

 8  Laura Culver 

 9  Cheryl Moore 

11  Amanda Wootten 

 14   Emily Johnston 

 19   Linda Webster 

 26   Linda Lewis 

 29   Cindy Muenster 

        Kane Nibblett 

 

        

A PRAYER FOR EASTER 
 

Lord, 

Thank you for spending 33 years with us; 

for announcing Love 

     from the high heavens;            

for introducing Love in an 

     obscure manger setting; 

for living Love in a family  

     framework; 

for sharing Love with the poor                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

     and deprived and diseased; 

for showing Love to the 

     unlovable and unloving; 

for letting little children 

     feel Love in your arms; 

for suffering on a cross 

     because of Love; 

for loosing Love upon the 

     world to take up 

     residence in us; 

for your Love that will 

     not let us go. 

Amen. 
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