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                                          GRACE ALONE 

      “For it is by grace you have been                                   

         saved”       Ephesians 2:8 

 

“Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 

that saved a wretch like me!” We sing 

these words so regularly that our 

hymnals fall open to #330. Our ears know the tune. 

We have memorized verses 1, 3 and 5! We even know 

the story behind this grand song. How former slave 

trader turned clergy man, John Newton, penned these 

words in the last years of the eighteenth century.  

 

Amazing grace! How Sweet the Sound has a special 

place in Baptist worship. But as familiar as we are 

with its tune and words, including recent remakes, 

many of us miss the soteriological significance of 

grace! We attend church, participate in bible study, 

and head out on mission in hopes of securing 

salvation. Our lives are marked by fatigue and fear as 

we attempt to merit God’s favor. Despite declarations 

of salvation by grace, we cling to works. Disagree? 

Consider this: how often is your confidence in prayer 

tied to consistency in spiritual activity? How often do 

you feel the need to “make it up” to God after you sin? 

Immanuel, despite our rich Reformation heritage, we 

often fail to understand the extent of grace! 

 

As a young man, Martin Luther was almost struck by 

lightning. Following his near death experience, 

Luther left his legal career and entered a monastery. 

Determined to find peace, he devoted himself to the 

study of Scripture and prayer. He even undertook a 

pilgrimage to Rome, but all of his efforts left him 

empty. It wasn’t until his turmerlebnis (tower 

experience), while reading Romans 1:17, that Luther 

came to understand that God saves us by His grace. 

The Gospel is the message of God’s gracious 

provision of righteousness through Jesus, a 

righteousness that comes sola gratia or by grace 

alone! Before his breakthrough Luther was 

overwhelmed with doubt, but in that moment, he felt, 

“that I was altogether born again and had entered 

paradise  itself  through open gates.” Amazing grace! 

What makes grace amazing is what makes grace, 

grace. We cannot pay God back. We cannot merit 

mercy, or secure salvation. The amazing grace of God 

saves wretches while they are wretches, not because 

of the works they perform, past, present or future. 

Immanuel, this is what makes grace amazing! May we 

not add works to the gospel for this destroys grace and 

enslaves us to fear. Rather, let us remember, as the 

Apostle Paul declared, “It is by grace you are 

saved….”  

Sola Gratia 

 

Pastor Andrew 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We exalt God above all by evangelizing, equipping 

and embracing all nations.   
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We have coffee in the Fellowship Hall before Sunday 

School every Sunday morning.  Come join us for 

fellowship. 
 

 

S. S. BREAKFAST 
You are invited to join us for breakfast the first 

Sunday of every month at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall.  

Our next social will be on May 7, hosted by the Youth 

and Children’s classes.  Come – enjoy the breakfast 

and fellowship with other Sunday School members. 

 
 

 

MAY 

Charlotte Hooker                 Faye Brittingham  (west) 

Jeff Lang                             JoAn Vollkommer  (east)                                  

                                        Heather van Brackel (south)                   

                                                                                     

NOTE:  Feel free to change doors assigned.  This way 

you may meet new or old friends!!!   
 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 

MENUS FOR MAY 

May  3 –  Chicken cacciatore        

       10 –  Ham, broccoli, mac and cheese 

       17 –  Baked ziti, salad    
      24 –  Chicken Stir-Fry, Asian veg., rice           
       31 –  Hamburgers, hot dogs, baked beans, chips 

 
 

*** WMU NEWS *** 
By Wanda Ferrier and Jill Braungart 

WMU will meet on May 17 at 10:00 a.m.   All ladies 

are welcome.  WMU will not meet in June or July, 

but will resume on August 16. 

 

  

 NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER. 

The date is May 4.  Let’s be in prayer that God would 

bring many to salvation by his grace through his 

gospel and for his glory. 

 

 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

The committee will 

meet immediately 

after worship on May 7. 

 

 

 

Over 80 women were spiritually fed and challenged 

in their faith by our awesome speaker, Paula Law, at 

our 2017 Ladies’ Retreat.  Thank you to all the men, 

women and children who helped make this possible:  

kitchen help, parking, music, registration, 

decorations, video and audio help, publicity, yard 

work, side dishes, etc.   

        A HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO ALL! 

                                      WMU 

 

 

BROTHERHOOD 
Brotherhood will meet for breakfast and fellowship 

on May 13 at 8:45.  As in previous years, they are 

graciously inviting the women in honor of Mother’s 

Day.          
 

 

NORTH AMERICAN MISSIONS 

OFFERING 
Our theme for this Offering is “Together for His 

Kingdom” (Acts 8:12)  Reaching the unchurched in 

North America is the goal for Southern Baptists.  

  

The goal for our church is $5,200.  Pray about your 

part in helping us reach this goal.  To date we have 

received $3,381.05.  We will accept your gifts for 

several more months for this offering 

 

                                                        
The deadline for submitting items of 

interest for the June newsletter is 

Monday, May 22. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
There will be an opportunity to receive training for 

ESL.  It will be June 16 and 17.  Mark this date and 

consider how having an ESL certificate could help in 

a variety of ways; teaching ESL, mission trips and 

more.  More information to come, but if you have 

questions, speak with Paula Law. 

 

 

DEACON MEETING 
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The Deacons will meet on 

May 21 at 3:00 p.m.  If 

you cannot be there, please 

contact Cotter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 7 there will be a VBS Kick-off meeting at 3 

p.m. for anyone who would like to help during VBS 

in any way..  VBS will be held the week of July 10-

14. 

 

 
                       WELCOME  

                       NEW MEMBER 
 

                       Emely Martin 
                           By Statement of Faith 

                           and Baptism 

                             1002 North Division St. 

                             Salisbury, MD  21801 

 

Emely was born in Georgia and has three brothers.  

She is currently a student at Salisbury University, 

majoring in music education.  She enjoys volleyball, 

music and theater and has sung in church and youth 

groups.  Her comment about Immanuel was “I feel so 

welcome here!” 

 

 

 

 
    

     

     COTTER’S COMMENTS 

 

Immanuel,  

I was so encouraged by the turnout we had for the 

recent Spring Cleaning work day! It was really neat to 

see so many members sacrifice their Saturday 

morning and come out to take care of our building and 

property. While we were mulching, a verse from 

Colossians came to mind, “Whatever you do, work at 

it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 

human masters” (3:23). As I looked around, I realized 

that everyone’s’ attitude embodied this verse. Their 

work was selfless and Christ-focused, which resulted 

in a loving atmosphere that was a joy to be a part of. 

 

This verse also speaks to the attitude that we should 

have as followers of Christ while we are working 

throughout the week. When I was working as a land  

surveyor last year it was not always easy to remember 

that the work that I was doing had a purpose and could 

bring glory to God. However, when we work hard and 

do our jobs well we show the people around us our 

true character and that is a testament to our faith in 

Christ.  

 

Sharing the gospel is not something reserved for 

missionaries in foreign countries. We are all called to 

missions, and, according to the apostle Peter we are 

all foreigners. The jobs that we have are a platform 

for bringing the gospel to the people of the Eastern 

Shore. Diligent work at your job builds credibility 

with your coworkers and that opens the door for them 

to hear the gospel and see it in your life! 

 

May we see our individual vocations as fields which 

are ripe unto harvest (Matt 9:37-38) and may we 

always be prepared to give an answer to those who ask 

us about the hope that we 

possess! 

 

 

 

            

       ` 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 
 

   6    Quinn Morgan 

  8    Dee Ward  

  9    Beth Bratten 

13    Hope D’Agostino 

16    Joe Dykes 
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17    Ed Hooker 

        Joan Phillips 

18    Heather Moon 

24    Hazel McKittrick 

 

 

 

  

        

 
    

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


