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The Incarnation 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 

One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.” 

John 1:14 

For the Church, the Advent season is the 

celebration of a defining doctrine of the Christian 

faith; the moment in time when the Creator became 

as one of His creation, the infinite enfleshed 

Himself in finitude, the immortal clothed Himself 

in mortality. The Incarnation is as central to our 

Western understanding of Christmas, as the empty 

tomb is to Easter, but sadly these two events are 

rarely celebrated together. For many Christians, 

Christmas is the time to celebrate Christ’s birth to 

a virgin named Mary, who was betrothed to a man 

named Joseph. This is the incarnation, the moment 

in time when God became a man. 

At Easter we celebrate Christ’s death and 

resurrection, the moment in time when God 

redeemed His creation from sin and made it 

possible for them to once again live in relationship 

with Him. The only connection between these two 

foundational faith events is Jesus. Sadly, such a 

limited understanding of incarnation means that for 

many, the only Christ they know, and celebrate at  

 

Christmas, is a baby that lies in a manger. His only 

power is the ability possessed by a child to make 

those who gaze upon it smile. This baby Jesus and 

the triumphant Christ of the Cross have no more in 

common than incarnation and crucifixion.  

 

But Church, this is not the picture we are given in 

Scripture; this is not the Gospel! The Church 

Father Athanasius understood the incarnation not 

as the moment of Christ’s birth but as the means by 

which God redeemed fallen flesh. For Athanasius, 

the incarnation of Christ was His becoming like 

man, that He might redeem man on the Cross. It 

wasn’t about a lowly stable and a helpless babe, 

but a bloody cross and a suffering Savior. The 

incarnation was God’s Son covering Himself in 

fallen flesh that He might redeem us by His grace 

through faith!  

Immanuel, as we approach this Advent season, 

may we not miss the beauty of Christ’s incarnation 

as it directs us to glory in the Cross, and the 

redemption that is ours because of our victorious 

Savior! 

Rejoice! 

 

Pastor Andrew 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We exalt God above all by evangelizing, 

equipping and embracing all nations.   

 

 

 

We have coffee in the Fellowship 

Hall before Sunday School every 

Sunday morning.  Come join us 

for fellowship. 
 

 
 

DEADLINE 
 

Due to the holidays, please submit your items for 

the January newsletter by December 15.  The staff 

greatly appreciates your cooperation. 

                

                                                 
 

 

 

                        
DECEMBER 

Josh Webb                                        Susie Walters 

Mary Webb                Chuck Walters                                                               

                     Judy Myers 

                                                                                                                     

NOTE:  Feel free to change doors assigned.  This 

way you may meet new or old friends!!!   

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 

MENUS FOR DECEMBER 
 

 Dec. 7 –  Chicken  Stir fry, Asian vegetables 

       14 --  Ham, mac & cheese, broccoli  
 

                
 

 

You are invited to join us 

for breakfast the first 

Sunday of every month at 

9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  Our next social will 

be on December 4, hosted by the Youth and 

Children classes.  Come – enjoy the breakfast and 

fellowship with other Sunday School members. 

 

 

 

BROTHERHOOD 
 

Please note that the Brotherhood will meet on 

Saturday, December 17, this month.  All men are 

invited for a delicious breakfast and great 

fellowship. 

 

 
 

*** WMU NEWS *** 
 

WMU will not meet in December and will resume 

on January 18.. 

 

 

GLOBAL HUNGER RELIEF 
(Bread Banks) 

 

The GAs, RAs and the WMU wish to thank 

you for your support of this ministry.  

Besides helping people with basic needs 

after a disaster, they are being educated on 

farm improvements, clean water, home 

construction, medical care and hygiene 

issues.  Your financial support of the needy 

enables the spread of the Gospel. 

 

 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
 

Don’t forget to bring in your Box Tops for 

Education.  This is one of the ways we can help the 

East Salisbury School.  There is a box in the back 

of the sanctuary. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

SHOE BOX MINISTRY 
 

Many thanks to all those who helped in any way to 

fill shoeboxes, and to deliver 73 boxes to the 

collection center.  We especially thank Wanda 

Ferrier for all the time and effort she put into this 

worthwhile project. 
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LOTTIE MOON PRAYER TEA 
 

A Prayer Tea will be held at the home of Martha 

Morgan on Monday,  December 5, at 10:00 a.m.  

All ladies are welcome.  See Martha for more info. 

 

 

LOTTIE MOON  

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
 

The Week of Prayer for International Missions is 

December 4-11.  Our goal is $7,700.00.  The 

theme is “The Gospel Resounds,” found in 

Colossians 1:5-6 (. . . you have heard about this 

hope in the message of truth (the gospel).  It is 

bearing fruit and growing all over the world, just as 

it has among you since the day you have heard it . 

.).  Help to resound – to utter, to repeat, to 

celebrate through the ages the Gospel Message of 

Hope. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We will have our 2nd Annual Cookie 

Swap/Christmas Party on Sunday, December 11, 

from 3 – 5 p.m..  Bring your favorite cookies to 

share and their recipes.  Also bring your cookies 

for the Homebound (no nuts).  Looking forward to 

seeing you there.  See Melinda Morgan, Nancy 

Lambert or Linda Webster for more details.  

                           

                                        

 

EAST SALISBURY SCHOOL 
 

Here is one more opportunity for you to help with 

our outreach to the East Salisbury School.  They 

need volunteers on December 14 from 9 – 3:45 to 

help wrap gifts and assist students in picking out 

gifts for family members.  Help can be in shifts. 

 

They are also requesting donated items for students 

to purchase using points they have earned.  Popular 

items include perfume, lotions, small toys, jewelry, 

scarves, etc.  In addition, wrapping paper, ribbons, 

and gift bags are helpful.  Please see Ariela if you 

can help. 

  

    ANGEL TREE 
 

We will have an angel tree in the 

sanctuary again this year.  Would 

you like to help decorate it?  You can purchase an 

angel for $10 and all money will go toward the 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.  Forms are 

available in the back of the sanctuary if you would 

like to honor or remember someone. Just specify 

“Angel Tree” on your check (made out to the 

church) or envelope.  Let’s fill the tree with angels. 

 
 

WIDOW/WIDOWER 

DINNER 
 

Our annual Elder-sponsored dinner 

in honor of Immanuel’s widows 

and widowers will be held on  Tuesday, December 

6, at 6:00 p.m. The elders provide the food and 

transportation  to and from the dinner for those 

who would prefer not to drive. This is Immanuel’s 

way of honoring those who have lost a loved one.  

Every widow or widower is invited.   

 

 
 

 

 

If you would like to send Christmas cards to those 

who attend services regularly, you can put them in 

the church mailboxes.  If you wish, you may put 

the postage money saved by not using postal 

service in the offering plate.  This money will be 

added to the Lottie Moon Christmas offering.  

 

 

2017 BUDGET 
 

The budget was discussed at a 

meeting in November.  It will be 

voted on December 4 during 

morning worship with a yes/no vote and  without 

discussion. 

 

 

ADDRESS CHANGE ? 
 

If your address has changed during the year, please 

notify Judy Harris or call the office. 
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ATTENTION 
 

Adult Sunday School class teachers will meet at 

the home of Bob Blankenship on December 2 at 

6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 
The next practice will be on 

Sunday, December 4, at 4:00 p.m.   

 
 

 

We extend our deepest sympathy 

to the family of Helen Bacon, who 

passed away on Sunday, 

November 20. The funeral was 

held on Friday, the 25th.  She was a 

long-time member of Immanuel.  Our prayers are 

with the family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
December 21 – No evening activities 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Service, 6:00 p.m. 

December 25 – One service, 10:30 a.m. 

December 28 – No evening activities 

December 26 – 30 – Office closed 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Your 2017 contribution envelopes will be in your 

mailboxes before the end of the year, and the 2016 

statements will be available in January.  If you do 

not receive envelopes but would like to or if you 

have any questions, see Judy Harris. 

 

 

NEW DISCIPLESHIP COURSE 
Begins January 4 

The title is “Ordinary:  How to Turn the World 

Upside Down” and the teacher is Tony Merida. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A WORD FROM WILL 
 

I want to extend a very big thank you to everyone 

in my church family for your prayers and support 

over this last fall for me as I finish school. I’ve 

been able to get involved in a struggling church 

here in Louisville, KY but have maintained my 

membership here at Immanuel Baptist, as you are 

still my family. Thank you for giving me a model 

for how a church can grow in its love for the Lord 

and have a heart for the lost. Classes have gone 

well for myself this semester as I have only grown 

and reaffirmed my calling as a missionary here. I 

cannot wait until I see everyone this winter! 

Rejoice!   

Will Wiley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 
 

   2    Luke Hitch 

  3    Hyung Kim 

  7    Judy Harris 

 11    Maureen Dohr 

 15    Jay Moore 

 20    Alonia Robinson 

21    Melody Hitch 

23    Noah Morgan 

26    Judy Myers 

27    Glenn Sheats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The office staff would like to thank you for your 

cooperation and support this year.  We wish you a 

Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


