
 

September 2022 
“We exalt God above all by evangelizing, equipping 

and embracing all nations.” 

“Watch and pray so that you 

will not fall into temptation. 

The spirit is willing, but the 

body is weak.” 

Mark 14:38 

What is your go-to in preparation for life’s big 

moments? Do you take deep breaths and try to calm 

your mind? Do you look over your notes one last 

time? Or do you take a slow jog and then stretch? 

How do you prepare for life’s big events? 

Mark 14 records the events leading up to what was 

arguably the biggest moment in history to date: 

Christ’s death and resurrection. The gospel records 

how, following the meal during which Jesus 

announced His looming betrayal by “one who is 

eating with me,” He led the disciples to a garden 

called Gethsemane (Mark 14:18). Once there, Jesus 

directed His disciples, “sit here while I pray” (Mark 

14:32). 

What did Jesus do in preparation for His earthly 

ministry’s ultimate event? He prayed! And He 

directed His disciples to do the same, warning them 

of the spirit’s willingness but the body’s weakness. 

Jesus knew what was coming. He knew the cross was 

His whole reason for being. “Only Jesus could drink 

the cup of God’s wrath (Jer 25:15; Isa 51:17; John 

18:11) … that He might deliver us from being judged 

for our sins (2 Cor 5:21; 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9–10; Rev. 

14:9–10).1 The sinless, spotless lamb was about to 

become sin for sinners so that in Him they might 

become the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 5:21). In 

preparation for defining love for the world, Jesus 

prayed and encouraged His disciples to do the same 

(1 John 3:16). But do we? 

Immanuel, if you are like me, I tend to pray after the 

event is over or during, if things go badly, but not 

before. I stretch, try to relax, and look over my notes 

one last time on the front end. In short, I look to 

myself in the moments before rather than to the Lord. 

May we heed our Savior’s warning to “watch and 

pray,” recognizing that we are weak and prone to fail. 

Let us follow Jesus’s example and prioritize prayer 

so that “[we] will not fall into temptation” (Mark 

14:38). 

Rejoice! 

~ Pastor Andrew 

 
 

 
 

Monday ~ 9:00 – 1:00 

Wednesday & Thursday ~ 9:30 – 1:30 

Office Closed on Sep. 5 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:45 a.m. ~ Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. ~ Worship 

The 11:00 service will be available online at: 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurch

Salisbury 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurchSalisbury
https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurchSalisbury
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  SCHEDULE 

 

September 5 ~ Office Closed 

 

September 6 ~ 7:00 p.m. Women in the Word Zoom 

 

September 7 ~ 5:30 p.m. Church Dinner 

                          6:30 p.m. Covenant Meeting 

 

September 8 ~ 7:00 to 8:30 ESL Classes Begin 

 

September 11 ~ Lord’s Supper  

 

September 11 – 19 ~ State Missions Week of Prayer 

 

September 14 ~ 6:30 p.m. Bible Study, Youth, RA’s 

   & GA’s Begin 

 

Sunday School Classes 
Are you attending Sunday Morning Bible Study?  

We offer something for everyone and would love to 

have you join us at 9:45 a.m. each Sunday morning.  

Please have a glance at the list below and pray about 

attending one of these classes.  Additionally, pray for 

those leading these classes and pray for those 

attending!  We all need to grow spiritually and here 

is a great opportunity!  

 

Bob Blankenship is our Sunday School Director.  He 

would be happy to answer your questions regarding 

any of our classes.     

Adult Sunday School Classes: 

 

Jeff’s class: 

Curriculum: Explore the Bible for Adults (Fall 

2022): Amos, Jonah, Hosea, and Micah.  

 

Quinn’s class:  

Curriculum: The Gospel Project for Adults 

(Fall 2022): 1st Kings, 2nd Kings, 2nd 

Chronicles, Isaiah, Zephaniah, Jonah, and 

Nahum.  

 

Mike’s class:  

       Curriculum: The book of Revelation 

 

Paula’s class:  Ladies’ class 

Finishing the Ten Commandments.  

 

Children’s Sunday School 

 

Youth:  Led by Martha Morgan and Eden Schofield. 

Curriculum: The Gospel Project, Chronological 

Story of the Bible.  The Fall studies will 

include studies in 1Kings, 2Kings, Isaiah, 

Zephaniah, Jonah, Nahum and 2 Chronicles.   

Story of the Bible.  As the summer begins this 

class will begin looking at 1 Samuel and 

progressing into Kings.   

 
Older Children: Led by Melinda Morgan and Thanh 

Tran 

Curriculum: The Gospel Project, Chronological 

Story of the Bible. This class will move into the 

Judges in the month of September.  

 

Younger Children: Led by Lisa Lang, Lucy 

Webster, & Maddie Shockley.  

Curriculum: Fall lessons will be in Romans, 

Ephesians, Daniel, Esther, Galatians, and 

James. 

 

Tuesday Mornings 
Everyone is invited to join us in prayer 

Tuesday mornings at 7:30 a.m. in 

Immanuel’s prayer room. If you would 

like to join by Zoom, contact the pastor for an 

invitation e-mail. 

 

Women in the Word: Discipleship and Daily 

Reading Plan 
Mark your calendars for the Women in the Word Fall 

Brunch!  We will be gathering in the fellowship hall 

on Saturday, October 15 at 10 a.m. for a time of food, 

study, and encouragement!  If you attended in June, 

you remember we got to know our youngest Women 

in the Word readers.  This time, we plan to get to 

know a different group of ladies! If you have a friend 

who is interested in reading with us or desires 

discipleship through Women in the Word, please 

bring her. No need to wait until next year!  

 

Another important announcement: beginning this 

fall, there is a change in day and time to our 

monthly Zoom meetings. We will begin meeting on 

the first Tuesday of the month. Our sessions will 

merge into a 7 p.m. session only. The first Zoom 

meeting for fall is on Tuesday, September 6, 

discussing Luke 14-17. The next Bible study for the 
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ladies who meet in-person at the church is on 

Wednesday, October 5 at 1:30 p.m.  

 

Covenant Meeting & Church Dinner 

Wednesday, September 7th we will have a church 

dinner at 5:30 p.m. & the quarterly covenant meeting 

following at 6:30. The menu is ham, mac & cheese, 

and green beans. Following dinner we will discuss 

ministry, missions, and nominating matters before 

the beginning of the church year. Come hear what 

God is doing in and through Immanuel! There will 

not be children/youth activities planned. 

 

Wednesday Night 

Children’s activities, youth and adult discipleship 

classes will resume on Sept. 14 at 6:30 p.m.  
 

***IMMANUEL ON MISSION*** 

 
MD/DE State Missions Offering 

Every year in September our convention unites to 

pray for and financially support ministries that reach 

people in unique ways. One hundred percent of funds 

collected support local evangelism projects such as 

collegiate outreach, disaster relief, church planting, 

and disabled outreach, to name a few. All states share 

certain ministry needs, but each also has unique 

needs based upon the various cultures imbedded 

within the state lines. These needs create unique 

spaces for leaders to be trained and equipped to do 

the specific ministry God has called them to in a 

rapidly changing culture. 
 

We will show videos in our Sunday Services, or you 

can watch on-line at the BCMD website, for further 

information on how we too can join in ministries and 

find out how our contributions are supporting God’s 

work in our bi-state ministries. The Week of Prayer 

will be September 11-19. There will be prayer 

guides available in the sanctuary and the office. The 

theme this year is “Mobilizing Churches For 

Mission.”  

Throughout the months of August, September, and 

October we encourage giving to the State Missions 

offering to support the ministries of the Baptist 

Convention of Maryland/Delaware. 

Our church goal, set by the WMU of Immanuel, for 

the 2022 offering is $2,600. 

 

FROM THE MISSION DIRECTOR 

So much to be thankful for this Summer as our folks 

continue to pray, give, send, and go on mission in a 

great variety of ways. It's a joy to hear from many 

about the various mission outreach opportunities this 

summer. Serving dinner to international students in 

Ocean City, leading a hymn sing with our seniors at 

Peregrine, and collecting school supplies for East 

Salisbury. Our youth enjoying a week at Skycroft in 

the mountains or the many gatherings here in 

Salisbury with our summer intern Taylor. There was 

a Saturday training for ESL classes, Women in the 

Word monthly meetings & brunch, and Bible studies 

in homes.  

Our partners have been busy too, translating the 

Bible, making oral recordings, distributing Bibles, 

teaching the basics of faith, training local believers 

to share the Gospel, and plant churches. They are 

reaching further into unengaged and unreached 

people groups. God is up to much!  

 

We are called to persevere in the faith, so please 

continue to pray daily, give generously, send from 

among us another willing to commit to mission, and 

go promptly at the next opportunity. God has placed 

each one of us where we are at this time for His glory 

and our good so be encouraged in this new season to 

share your story trusting that truth remains. God will 

change lives as we meet needs and minister in Jesus' 

name, you too will be different in the praying, giving, 

sending, and going further in faith. 

  

                                              ~  Heather van Brackel 

 

James & Sarah 

We’ve been spending a lot of our time recently 

traveling to different networks across the country 

helping them learn ways to further develop their 

grass-roots shepherds and strengthen their network 

as a whole. It’s exciting but is also a heavy 

responsibility as we think about its effects. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

~ Please pray for wisdom and understanding as we 

work and for us to clearly communicate with those 

we’re working with. 
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~ Pray for the national team we are working with. 

They are helping coach these different networks. 

~ Pray for these different networks as they train up 

their shepherds in how to handle the Word well. 

~ Pray for the shepherds as they learn and study the 

Word. 

~ Pray that as we all learn, we would apply the 

things we are learning to our walk with Him and our 

relationship with others. 

~Pray for an upcoming meeting at the end of this 

month. The national team we’ve been working with 

will be leading this meeting. It will include people 

they’ve been coaching from 11 different networks 

across the country. 

 
 

Paul & Laurel (Wycliffe) 

In northeastern DR Congo, John VanderMeer was 

training media technicians for six languages and 

mentoring two Congolese trainers. As John’s 

supervisor, Paul was so encouraged since this 

workshop had to be postponed last year. Thankfully, 

our local church partners sent some quality people to 

be trained as media personnel. We have been excited 

to hear some of the recordings that they are already 

doing. The end of these trainings coincided with the 

completion of the kids’ school year, so our family 

was able to take a much needed break in Uganda. 

There, we met up with Paul’s parents, and everyone 

had a wonderful time making new memories. Laurel 

always appreciates the opportunity to shop for the 

supplies we need, which this time included parts to 

update our 10-year-old solar power system that had 

been slowly dying over the past months. When we 

arrived back in Isiro, we hit the ground running with 

installing the new electrical system. Unfortunately, 

over the months of June and July, amidst all this 

activity, Covid slowly made its way through our 

family. While it was thankfully mostly mild, Laurel 

still has not entirely regained her strength. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

~ Please join us in praying for the arrival of the New 

Testaments in Budu-Koya, Budu-Nita, Komo, and 

Omiti. These have already made it into DR Congo, 

and now, they have to travel to their respective 

language areas.  

~Pray that these four communities can soon hold 

their New Testament dedication ceremonies and 

begin the task of distributing these Scriptures. 

~ Pray for the six Bomoko translation projects. In 

October, the teams are supposed to come back to 

Isiro for the second training where they will check 

the book of Ruth together with a consultant.  

~  The Oral Bible Translation teams also need our 

prayers. Two of the three teams have had a terrible 

time advancing in their translation projects because 

they have not yet established an internet connection 

in their home villages.  

~ Finally, please pray for Laurel and the kids as they 

started their school year on August 8. It is so much 

work, but also such a joy to see these kids reading 

and growing! 

South Asia Vision Trip Reflections 

Immanuel had four members on this mission trip. 

Here are the reflections from Thanh Binh Tran ~ 

 

What a blessing it was to participate in the work God 

is doing in South Asia. I was humbled by the way 

God used me, as imperfect as I was, to teach his 

Word. Christ's desire is to call imperfect people to 
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salvation. I hope our church will have many more 

opportunities to serve overseas and glorify God's 

name.   

 

                                

Mali People Group (Our adopted people group) 

Please continue to pray that the few Mali believers 

would grow in their faith as they abide in Him.  

 

OUR MISSION PARTNERS 

 

OC International Dinner 

 
 

 

 
 

East Salisbury School 

Thank you to all who contributed to filling the 

backpacks for our Faith Partner, East Salisbury 

School! We delivered 22 full backpacks plus extra 

supplies that were so generously given. We also 

included a children’s devotional activity book in 

each backpack as a gift from our church. 

 

 
 

Please keep the teachers, staff, students, and 

families in your prayers as the new school year 

begins! 

 

Mission Cry 

Recently, Mission Cry partners heard from 

Christians in the Southeastern African country of 

Malawi. They asked for Bibles to be delivered to 

them. Mission Cry sends used Bibles and Christian 

books all over the world in shipping containers. 

 

Jason Woolford says, “I told them we really couldn’t 

send it there. It’s landlocked. We don’t have anybody 

that can help release a container.” But then, the 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-srYJskGEHq1PkL68lpYAcaMOe4pCYTl7r0a7Q8-7S7J-dk-V8TwEFSRNOIO6Bcmh5v4Q3-6eHRHgoIkpXAp9y7V1EFLWH8VBR9e4yAKJrli2KiSvUR3Iv_nUQyJHK9vUNh548YKU7672CwzAPJJUPWIKhnk4qdaKYWNn_FMrJeNwn8j5kyyI6VfhSBtyjdkZzXcIgQmwv53weX14bS6YB5hHvZ5s8_d&c=NE4HuLGBTDOiy5BxZWM3_Da61qUgDcBWfjtv-e2lME1-R_U4-6aepg==&ch=ImtQ_TeA7MeprESf1IDV8K7dp_9f_HfeLWJ0aerHlVVDnQAQo2OHvw==
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unexpected happened. Woolford says, “Literally two 

days later, we got a container application. And it 

came from somebody in Malawi, asking for a 

container. They had the ability to clear it.” 

 

Not only that, but the request came from the same 

area as the request for Bibles. Woolford says, “So we 

took that as a sign from God, and we sent that 

container. It’s been distributed. But the need is so 

great there. It’s a country that people forget about 

because of its size. But God hasn’t forgotten.” 

 

“And since then, we’ve sent two more sea 

containers to Malawi this year.” 

 
You can be a part of this ministry. Mission Cry gets 

their Bibles and Christian books through donations. 

Woolford says, “That starts with the person that’s 

listening right now, going through their house and 

saying, ‘Oh my gosh, I have all of these extra Bibles 

or Christian books.’” 

 

This year, Mission Cry hopes to reach 1.5 million 

people in 24 countries with the story of Jesus. Pray 

the containers will reach ports, clear them, and be 

distributed successfully. 

 

 
Featured on Mission Network News 

 

 

ESL Class 

An ESL training was held on Saturday, August 13th!  

Ten eager participants listened, learned, and shared 

as they took in the information that would help them 

to assist those who desire to grow in their ability to 

communicate in English as their second language. It 

was a fun and encouraging time.   

 
 

The ESL year begins in September.  This year we 

will be able to offer more classes as we now have ten 

additional teachers/helpers. We will also resume the 

Tuesday morning ESL Women’s Bible Study. 

Please be praying for both the students and the 

teachers as they meet each Thursday evening at       

7 p.m.  Pray for the students to have ears to hear both 

English and the Gospel.  Pray for the teachers/helpers 

to communicate the vocabulary and grammar as well 

as truths from God’s Word! 

 

 

 
We extend our deepest sympathy to Rory van 

Brackel and his family in the passing of his 

mother, Dorothy “Susie” van Brackel, on 

August 22. Our prayers are with the family. 
 

Are You a Veteran?  
If you are a veteran, the church 

would like to know!  We are 

currently working on a project to 

document information about the 

members of Immanuel who are 

veterans.  If you have not spoken to 

one of the persons listed below, 

please contact the church office so that we can obtain 

your information.  We would like to hear from you 

by the end of September. 

 

Those obtaining information: 

Sara Baranowski, 

Paula Law & Barbara Israel 
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                1   Alaine Shockley 

 3   Emily Van Zandat 

 9   Jim Aurelio 

 10   Melissa Powell 

 16   Heather van Brackel, 

 18   Paul Braungart 

 21   Walter Scarborough 

 22   Jeff Lang 

 25   Mike Schofield 

       29   Faye Brittingham 

 

 

 
 

Wicomico Goes Purple (WGP) will kick off again 

this year in September which is National Recovery 

Month.  National Recovery Month is a national 

observance held every September to educate 

Americans about the dangers of substance misuse 

and promote awareness of treatment resources.  The 

pandemic has resulted in an increase in alcohol and 

drug misuse resulting in increased overdoses and 

suicides.  As a result, we need the support of the 

entire community to help continue the fight against 

addiction by learning and sharing with others the 

challenges it presents to our society.  You can follow 

Wicomico Goes Purple on Facebook and the website 

www.wicomicogoespurple.com to see planned 

community events. 

 

 

 

Prayer Retreat at Immanuel with  

Dr. Gordon Fort on October 28 – 30. 

 

 

Ukraine Send Relief Update  

Thank you for your continued prayers and support 

for Ukrainian refugees. Generous donors, including 

you, have equipped hundreds of international 

churches to serve over one million displaced 

Ukrainians in 19 countries across the globe.  

One Send Relief partner shared how your gifts 

provided aid to a Polish church at just the right 

moment: 

 

“When I called the pastor … they had just as a 

church decided to start remodeling part of the church 

to house refugees. They didn't know where the money 

would come from though; it was just a step of faith. 

They have consistently been able to provide food and 

a gospel witness to more than 30 refugees, four of 

whom have become believers.” 

 

Each week, we receive reports about the ways God is 

moving in Eastern Europe. These initial numbers are 

encouraging, and we anticipate these numbers will 

rise each week as we receive new reports from the 

field. 

 

• 502,531 refugees received food assistance 

• 1,734 people received shelter 

• 995 refugees received hygiene kits 

• 2,210 people heard the gospel 

• 401 people have come to Christ 

 

Although the violence continues, Send Relief is 

shifting from crisis response to long-term 

development projects in Ukraine and 

resettlement cities. Send Relief partners are 

committed to investing in their communities for the 

long haul. 

 

Pray for Send Relief partners and local churches on 

the frontlines of this crisis. Pray for wisdom, 

strength, and rest as they work tirelessly to meet 

needs in the name of Jesus. 

Thank you again for your prayers and gifts. To stay 

updated on our response, visit the Send Relief 

website, www.sendrelief.org. 
 

 


