
 

December 2022 
“We exalt God above all by evangelizing, equipping 

and embracing all nations.” 

“Praise be to the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great 

mercy He has given us new birth 

into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead ….”       1 Peter 1:3   

“No, no, no, no, way. This is Christmas! The season 

of perpetual hope!” Can you place this striking line 

from a seasonal holiday classic? It wasn’t sung in 

celebration of our Savior’s birth, or voiced in grateful 

thanks for God’s glorious gift! No, this line was 

spoken by a stressed-out mother desperately trying to 

get home to her son, Kevin! Ring any bells? 

You guessed it. Home Alone. 

I love Home Alone, the 1990 blockbuster depicting 

Kevin McCallister, a little boy who survives being 

left behind by his family, and who manages to protect 

his house from the comedically incompetent bad 

guys, Marv and Harry, in the process. I am not wild 

about the clear family dysfunction displayed in the 

film, but overall, it’s a good flick. 

The line quoted above is spoken by Kevin’s mother 

to an airline official as she attempts to get a flight 

home. What is striking about her statement, to me, is 

the secular assumption that Christmas represents 

hope. And make no mistake, it is a secular 

assumption for Home Alone is in no way a religious 

film. Which begs the question, why would 

Hollywood hold such a view? And I’m sure some 

critics would insist that they don’t. The lines 

inclusion is only intended to parody the Christian 

claim. Yet, the film ends with hope fulfilled, as 

Kevin’s family all arrive in time to celebrate, a fact 

only confirming the sentiment. Thus, I believe the 

widespread sense that Christmas is a season of 

perpetual hope is widespread because it is true! And 

while many have no idea why, church, we do! 

The apostle Peter began his first letter to scattered 

first-century Christians with praise for God’s mercy 

displayed, as He made salvation available to all 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The same 

Jesus whose birth is associated with this season. 

Peter then described the salvation experienced by 

those who put their faith in Christ as “new birth into 

a living hope” (1 Pet 1:3). Where this hope lives 

because He does and results in “an inexpressible and 

glorious joy” (1 Pet 1:8). 

Christmas promises perpetual hope because it 

celebrates the arrival of the Christ who came to make 

new into a living hope possible through His life, 

death, and resurrection. Immanuel, “may the God of 

hope fill you with all joy and peace” this very special 

season (Rom 15:13). 

Rejoice!  

Pastor Andrew 

 
December 1 - 22 *church office is open  

 Monday ~ 9:00 – 1:00 

 Wednesday & Thursday ~ 9:30 – 1:30 

 

Office is closed Dec. 26 - Jan. 3   

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:45 a.m. ~ Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. ~ Worship 

 

The 11:00 service will be available online at: 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurch

Salisbury 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurchSalisbury
https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurchSalisbury
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  SCHEDULE 
 

Dec. 4 – Dec. 11 ~  Week of prayer  

for Lottie Moon Christmas Offering   

 

Dec 6 ~ 6:00 p.m. Widow/ Widower Dinner  

 

Dec. 7 ~ 1:30 p.m. Women in the Word Class  

Christmas Party 

 

Dec. 8 ~ 7:00 p.m. Women in the Word Zoom 

 

Dec. 13 ~ 9:30 a.m. Christmas wrapping @  

East Salisbury School 

 

Dec. 14 ~ 8:15 a.m. East Salisbury Monthly Prayer 

 

Dec. 15 ~ 6:00 p.m. Peregrine Christmas Carol Sing  

 

Dec. 28 ~ No Wednesday night classes 

 

                       

Advent Calendar Dates for 2022 

• November 27 - First Sunday of Advent 

• December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent 

• December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent/ 

We will observe the Lord’s Supper 

• December 18 - Fourth Sunday Advent     

 
Dec. 24 ~ 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 

Service 

 

 Dec. 25 ~ 10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service 

  No Sunday School 

 

 

 

Sunday School Classes 
Are you attending Sunday Morning Bible Study?  

We offer something for everyone and would love to 

have you join us at 9:45 a.m. each Sunday morning.  

Please have a glance at the list below and pray about 

attending one of these classes.  Additionally, pray for 

those leading these classes and pray for those 

attending!  We all need to grow spiritually and here 

is a great opportunity!  

Bob Blankenship is our Sunday School Director.  He 

would be happy to answer your questions regarding 

any of our classes.     

Adult Sunday School Classes: 

 

Jeff’s class: 

Curriculum: Explore the Bible for Adults 

includes lessons from John and Luke. 

 

Quinn’s class:  

Curriculum: The Gospel Project for Adults 

includes lessons from Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra, 

Zechariah, Esther, and Nehemiah 

 

Mike’s class:  

       Curriculum: The book of Revelation 

 

Paula’s class:  Ladies’ class 

Studying Matthew 1:18-25 then Psalm 115.  

 

Children’s Sunday School 

 

Youth:  Led by Martha Morgan and Eden Schofield. 

Curriculum: The Gospel Project, Chronological 

Story of the Bible.  The Winter quarter includes 

lessons from Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra, Zechariah, 

Esther, and Nehemiah.  

  

Older Children: Led by Melinda Morgan and Thanh 

 Tran 

Curriculum: The Gospel Project, Chronological 

Story of the Bible. Studying the Birth of Christ, 

 

Younger Children: Led by Lisa Lang, 

Maddie Shockley, & Eli Dethloff.  

Curriculum: Explore the Bible for Kids: 

Matthew, Jeremiah, and Lamentations 

 

 

Tuesday Mornings 
Everyone is invited to join us in prayer Tuesday 

mornings at 7:30 a.m. in Immanuel’s prayer room. If 

you would like to join by Zoom, contact the pastor 

for an invitation e-mail. 

 

Wednesday Night 
Children’s activities, youth and adult discipleship 

classes are held every Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m.  
There will not be any activities on December 28 or 

January 4. 
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***IMMANUEL ON MISSION*** 

Operation Christmas Child 

Operation Christmas Child is a 

powerful way to share the 

message of God’s love. Church 

partners worldwide are stepping 

up into the gap and are ready to 

share the Gospel. 

Our church members and friends have turned in 21 

boxes to be sent to the collection site. Others have 

sent money ($25.00) to build 9 additional boxes on-

line. Thanks to all who have participated in filling the 

boxes with gifts, love and prayers for each child that 

receives them! 

 

 
 

What is the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering? 

Lottie Moon was sent as a Southern Baptist 

missionary to China from 1873 to 1912. She saw 

firsthand the world’s greatest problem – LOSTNESS. 

Meeting so many people who had never heard the 

gospel compelled her to write letters to American 

churches describing the need for a greater missionary 

presence. 

She pleaded for increased prayer and financial 

support to send and sustain more missionaries. This 

challenge became known as the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering®. 

 

The week of prayer for Lottie Moon Christmas 

offering is December 4th – December 11th. The 

theme this year is "Reaching the Nations, 

Together."  The International Mission Board desires 

to send 500 additional missionaries to the nations by 

2025 so that millions of people can hear the gospel. 

You can see videos and read stories each day at 

www.imb.org. There are prayer guides and offering 

envelopes available in the sanctuary. Let’s join in 

prayer and giving to help solve the world’s greatest 

problem!  
The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® is a registered trademark of Woman's 

Missionary Union. 

Christmas Angel Tree for International Missions  

This Christmas season our Angel Tree will be a 

reflection of our church’s Lottie Moon International 

Mission Offering with the goal of $7,800. Each 

angel will represent $150 towards the goal. 

 

Mali People Group (Our adopted people group) 

Immanuel’s adopted people group need our 

continued prayers.  Pray for Mali hearts to be 

softened and open to hear the gospel from 

missionaries. Pray for the safety of the Mali civilians 

from armed attacks and violence. 

 

FROM THE MISSION DIRECTOR 

Our prayers and giving makes an eternal difference 

with God working through our partners in places near 

and far. To God be the glory as the world celebrates 

the miracle of Christmas, the Son of God came to live 

a perfect life and die for our sins, rise from the grave 

and come back as promised for those who believe. 

This is our story and the song of this season, hope 

and peace, love and joy for the much God has done! 

~ Heather van Brackel 

 

OUR MISSION PARTNERS 

Paul & Laurel (Wycliffe) 

“This week, I’m actually in the thick of a workshop 

that runs up until November 19. We have six 

translation teams that are here in town for three 

weeks of training and for checking the book of Ruth. 

It has been so fun! This is the first book that these 

teams have translated, so they are learning a lot. 

Some of these teams traveled over 500km on muddy, 

sloppy roads for three days to get here. Please pray 

that these teams leave here feeling encouraged and 

prepared for translating the Gospel of Luke. 

Also, (this month Paul) got to attend the dedication 

ceremony for the Mangbetu Medje gospels. It was a 

huge ceremony with some great community 

participation. This year we've been very encouraged 

to see this local Bible translation organization 

spreading its wings and leading the work here. 

Please pray that God would continue to help this 

fledgling organization as they develop and expand 

their reach across several provinces. 

After this workshop, we will send out a newsletter. As 

always, we appreciate your prayers. Even over this 

past week, myself and the other translation 

http://www.imb.org/
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consultant were struggling with stomach issues. 

Mine is resolved but the other older consultant, 

Anzabati, still has pains at night. He perseveres 

nonetheless.” 

 

James & Sarah 

“Yes, we are very excited to have some visitors in the 

new year!! Can’t wait!! Excited they’ll be able to be 

in our home some too:) Thank y’all for your faithful 

support for missions! We always appreciate your 

prayers for us and the people and work here! Y’all 

are awesome! I’m sorry we’ve been so slow on the 

actual use of those “Hot Coal” funds. Our transition 

and the (new team leaders) being on their stateside 

has slowed it down even more. We’ve been praying 

that God would show us the right person and the 

right place to put him. There is a plan that we’ve 

talked with (our national partner) about and we 

asked (him to coordinate). There’s a young man that 

has been involved in the work in one area with ... 

We’re looking at having him temporarily move into 

another area that is very unreached. He’ll live there 

for a year-as an “m” basically and Lord willing, see 

some amazing fruit that only the Lord can produce. 

This young man is even a more “near culture” 

person … because his family’s language is Maithili 

… The area we are looking at sending him to is a 

more traditional area, where the soil has been very 

hard due very conservative politics and it being a 

center for more radical religious parties. There are 

also Mali people in the area. We’re super excited 

about this opportunity and really appreciate y’all 

making it a possibility!” 

 

East Salisbury 

New this year is an opportunity to be physically in 

the school for prayer! We are so grateful for the 

invitation to join the Emmanuel Wesleyan Church 

for prayer with staff and students. We meet once a 

month in the Media Center at 8:15 a.m. The 

November meeting was very encouraging and lasted 

about 30 minutes. Please join us! 

Wednesdays 

December 14 

January 18 

February 15 

March 15 

April 19 

May 17 

June 7 

Please join the next ministry 

opportunity with many hands 

needed to wrap gifts for more 

than 400 students shopping at the 

“Christmas Store” for their 

families on December 13th. 

There is a morning session starting at 9:30 a.m. and 

an afternoon session at 1:00 p.m. This is a wonderful 

time to interact with our Faith Partner. If you are 

interested in helping, please contact the office or Sara 

Baranowski. 

Donations welcome of small items new and like new 

and small or medium sized boxes with seasonal 

tissue paper and bows. Tis the season! 

 

ESL Class  
It has been a great joy to be a part of English classes 

for the many God is bringing to our community. I 

planned to simply assist so they could offer an 

advanced class this year but found myself teaching 

too. Thankfully, good resources were provided, and 

former teachers contributed so our very enthusiastic 

students laughed and learned much. We have seven 

or eight students that come every week from 

Ukraine, China, Peru, Mexico, Haiti, and Ecuador 

speaking Spanish, French, Chinese and Russian. 

Some of our students have come in just the last few 

months traveling a very long distance with family 

and others have been living here for many years. 

They understand more English than they can express 

easily but struggle with so many expressions as 

Americans talk fast. I am learning to speak more 

slowly and choose my words to be understood, a 

good practice. For this Thanksgiving, I shared the 

story of Squanto and God’s faithfulness to those first 

settlers. Every week it is a great blessing to hear 

God’s word read in so many languages, that alone a 

reason to join the ESL team. We have staff from five 

churches serving together, I’m sure God smiles. We 

invite you to visit on a Thursday night from 7 -8:30 

p.m. when we resume classes in January. Anyone can 

assist with conversation; it just requires a smile and 

interest in others. We meet for prayer from 6:30 -6:45 

p.m. Pray with us at Providence or at home. God is 

up to much! 

~ Heather van Brackel 
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Peregrine Senior Living (Atria) Bible Study  

Tuesday mornings we meet with four to six folks for 

hymns and Bible study. We sit around a table in the 

dining room for an hour, Erma plays the piano, we 

sing, Bob teaches from the book of Luke, and we 

pray for each other. We are so grateful to have this 

opportunity to be present among our near neighbors 

each week. Join us for Christmas carols and hymns 

with the many residents at Peregrine on Thursday, 

December 15th at 6 o’clock. 

 

 
Christmas Cards 

If you would like to send Christmas cards to those 

who attend services regularly, you can put them in 

the church mailboxes at the back of the sanctuary. If 

you wish, you may put the postage money saved in 

the offering plate and designate it to the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering. 

 
Please check your church mailbox 

during this Christmas season. 

 

             
 

 3    Hyung Kim 

 7    Judy Harris 

     8    Gavin Shockley 

                          11    Maureen Dohr  

    21   Melody Hitch   

   23    Noah Morgan 

 

 

 
Joan Phillips 

Wicomico Nursing Home 

900 Booth Street 

Room 302 

Salisbury, MD 21801 

 

 
 

Please welcome our three newest members! We 

celebrated 2 Baptisms on November 20 and received 

one letter of transfer. It was a wonderful day! If you 

would like to see their testimonies and the Baptisms, 

check out the service on our Facebook page. 

 

 
Eli Dethloff 

 

 
Tabitha Morgan 

 

 
Ben Shockley 

 

 


