
 

January 2023 VOICE of Immanuel 
“We exalt God above all by evangelizing, equipping 

and embracing all nations.” 

“Even youths grow tired and 

weary, and young men stumble 

and fall; but those who hope in the 

LORD will renew their strength. 

They will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be faint.” 

Isaiah 40:30–31 

Immanuel, as we look to 2023 with the promise 

of new and exciting, I know that many are still 

recovering from 2022. Last year was filled 

with highs and lows, triumphs and tragedies, 

victories and defeats. Yet, through it all our 

God remained faithful, walking with us, 

providing for us, and watching over us at every 

step. 

I believe we exalted God above all in 2022 by 

evangelizing, equipping, and embracing the 

nations. Did we do so perfectly? Far from it. 

But we attempted to set God’s glory before us 

in our gathered times of worship, our small 

group settings for Bible study, and our 

numerous outreach efforts. We encouraged one 

another with the words of the apostle Paul, 

doing “all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through Him” (Col 

3:17). 

And now, brothers and sisters, as we face 2023, 

hear the words of God through His prophet 

Isaiah to a people with whom, I believe, we 

share much in common. For we, like Israel 

before us, live in exile. This world is not our 

home (Heb 13:14), our citizenship is in heaven 

(Phil 3:20). Yet we daily battle an adversary 

desperate to steal our joy, and no matter our 

stamina, we struggle. And God reminded the 

strugglers that everyone tires, even Christians. 

But, “those who hope in [Him] will renew their 

strength” (Isa 40:31). 

Immanuel, may we hope in the LORD this 

year. May “hope” be our word for 2023, where 

this hope doesn’t reflect an uncertain desire for 

the future, but a confident expectation in the 

LORD who will enable us to run and not grow 

weary, walk and not faint (Isa 40:31) 

Rejoice!  

Pastor Andrew 

 
 

 Monday ~ 9:00 – 1:00 

 Wednesday & Thursday ~ 9:30 – 1:30 

 Jan. 2 ~ Office closed 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:45 a.m. ~ Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. ~ Worship 

 

The 11:00 service will be available online at: 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurch

Salisbury 

  SCHEDULE 

Jan. 2  ~ Office Closed 

 

Jan. 4 ~ 6:30 p.m. Covenant Meeting   

 

Jan. 5  ~ 6:00 p.m. ESL Leadership Meeting at 

   Providence 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurchSalisbury
https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurchSalisbury
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Jan. 11 ~ 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Activities  

       Resume  

 

Jan. 12 ~ 7:00 p.m. ESL Classes Resume 

 

Jan. 31 ~ 7:00 p.m. Women in the Word Zoom 

 

Sunday School Classes 
Are you attending Sunday Morning Bible Study?  

We offer something for everyone and would love to 

have you join us at 9:45 a.m. each Sunday morning.  

Please have a glance at the list below and pray about 

attending one of these classes.  Additionally, pray for 

those leading these classes and pray for those 

attending!  We all need to grow spiritually and here 

is a great opportunity!  

Bob Blankenship is our Sunday School Director.  He 

would be happy to answer your questions regarding 

any of our classes.     

Adult Sunday School Classes: 

 

Jeff’s class: 

Curriculum: Explore the Bible for Adults 

includes lessons from John and Luke 

 

Quinn’s class:  

Curriculum: The Gospel Project for Adults 

includes lessons from Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra, 

Zechariah, Esther, and Nehemiah 

 

Mike’s class:  

       Curriculum: The book of Revelation 

 

Paula’s class:  Ladies’ class 

Studying Psalm 115 

 

Children’s Sunday School 

 

Youth:  Led by Martha Morgan and Eden Schofield. 

Curriculum: The Gospel Project, Chronological 

Story of the Bible.  The Winter quarter includes 

lessons from Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra, Zechariah, 

Esther, and Nehemiah 

  

Older Children: Led by Melinda Morgan and Thanh 

 Tran 

Curriculum: The Gospel Project, Chronological 

Story of the Bible. Studying Solomon (1 Kings 

& Proverbs) followed by Job & Psalms 

Younger Children: Led by Lisa Lang, 

Maddie Shockley, & Eli Dethloff.  

Curriculum: Explore the Bible for Kids: 

Matthew, Jeremiah, and Lamentations 

 

Tuesday Mornings 
Everyone is invited to join us in prayer Tuesday 

mornings at 7:30 a.m. in Immanuel’s prayer room. If 

you would like to join by Zoom, contact the pastor 

for an invitation e-mail. 

 

Wednesday Night 
Wednesday night, January 4th, we will have a 

Covenant meeting to discuss partnering with Canvas 

Church and their  Lead Pastor,  Richard Pope. Please 

come and hear the proposal, ask questions, and vote 

on this opportunity.  

Children’s activities, youth and adult discipleship 

classes will resume Wednesday night January 11th  

at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Women in the Word: Discipleship and Daily 

Reading Plan 

Happy New Year! We are winding down our reading 

of this year's Women in the Word Discipleship and 

Bible Reading Plan. We will be unavailable for 

Zoom at the beginning of January so we will have 

1 final review session on Tuesday, January 31 at 

7:00 p.m.  

  

SAVE THE DATE for the 2023 Women in the 

Word Kick-off Brunch on Saturday, February 25!  

 

 

***IMMANUEL ON MISSION*** 
 

 
 

The amount given as of this writing is $5,082.50, 

towards our goal of $7,800. Contributions for the 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering supporting 

International Missions will continue to be collected 

through the end of February. Thank you for our 

support and to God be the glory!  
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World Hunger 

Bread Bank collection is on February 

15th.  If you do not have one, please 

consider joining this mission. It’s so 

easy to just clean out your coin purse 

periodically and drop them in the bank. 

Remember that every cent goes directly to this gospel 

mission. Empty bread banks are available in the back 

of the sanctuary. 

 

Mali People Group (Our adopted people group) 

Immanuel’s adopted people group need our 

continued prayers.  Pray for Mali hearts to be 

softened and open to hear the gospel from 

missionaries. Pray for the safety of the Mali civilians 

from armed attacks and violence. 

 

FROM THE MISSION DIRECTOR 

Every Member a Missionary (new this month) 

Cookie Decorating: Gathering children for a Bible 

story * 

A simple outreach at home or at church for a small 

group of children to enjoy decorating cookies with 

Christian music playing and a short Bible story. 

“Begin praying about hosting a party … for the 

children who will come, for no distractions, and a 

clear sharing of the gospel” 

“… send invitations. A one-hour party works just 

fine. Begin on time, even if some arrive late. They 

can always quickly decorate a cookie before going 

home.” 

“Make or purchase sugar cookies … decorations … 

plastic knives for spreading icing … festive 

napkins” 

“Provide drinks … small bottles of water work fine 

and are not messy. 

“Play music soft in the background. Provide name 

tags.” 

“Create a plan …. Share the Bible story and a 

gospel presentation in a separate room from the 

cookie decorating.” 

“Expect spiritual warfare.” 

“Keep it simple and short but have fun …. Clearly 

share the gospel.” 

“Be prepared for extra children” 

*This may work for all ages. A simple Gospel story 

may be shared any time of the year with your favorite 

hymns or Christian radio station. Squanto and the 

Miracle of Thanksgiving was enjoyed by our adult 

ESL students. If you are reluctant to tackle a party on 

your own, then ask a friend to partner with you or 

invite a young adult to share their testimony. Be sure 

to have others praying for your gathering, there will 

likely be challenges. In this time of grace, we need to 

create opportunities to share a story of hope. 

Valentine’s Day may easily serve as an occasion for 

heart shaped pastry with the truth that “God so loved 

the world ….” just allow the Holy Spirit to lead. Be 

sure to send a few lines for the Voice to encourage 

others to reach out in the cold weather months with 

cookies and a hot beverage.              
From WMU Missions for Life for 2022-2023 

~ Heather van Brackel 

 

OUR MISSION PARTNERS 

 

James & Sarah 

Before deciding to move, we'd only visited a couple 

times, and just briefly. One of us thought the old 

buildings and history were really interesting and that 

it would be cool to live in a place like that someday. 

The other one thought that it was old, crowded, dirty 

and not, at all, a desirable place to live. (If you know 

the two of us, even just a little, I'm sure you can 

figure who thought what!)  

 

After moving, we have both -yes both- been 

pleasantly surprised with our new city. Once the 

truck with our things finally arrived, it was a 

relatively smooth process of getting set up and settled 

in. City life here definitely has some of the nice 

modern conveniences, from stable electricity to 

things like Taco Bell:) (yeah, we know some of y'all 

are cringing at the mention of that restaurant, but it's 

a favorite). These conveniences are definitely perks. 

 

But it's a dark place. In every place we've lived over 

here, the lostness has been very much in your face. 

And I feel like we feel that fresh when we move to a 

new place. But this city, it just seems even more so. 
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We haven't had a whole lot of time to get to know the 

different areas yet, let alone our whole mega 

segment. So, we've got a lot of work ahead of us. I 

think reading through Acts as we've made this 

transition has been very timely. Even though we 

know the role of the Spirit, and we know that it's the 

Spirit that moves in peoples' hearts, and the Spirit 

that moves us in our work, it's been a timely 

reminder. Who are we going to be dependent on? 

Who's work is it? So, as we start here, we are praying 

for these things. We don't want to just come at it with 

a strategic mindset, but we want to come at it on our 

knees in prayer, fully dependent on the Spirit. This 

place needs prayer. So, please, pray with us, 

• for the people in the city and for cousins that 

are all over our state, for their eyes to be 

opened to the Truth and that after seeing 

Jesus, they wouldn't turn back, but would 

repent and follow him! 

• for nationals to work with as we dig into the 

work here. God already randomly brought us 

to one couple that could potentially be great 

partners. 

• for wisdom in how and where to start. 

• for patience and diligence as we study 

language.  

 

 
 

 

ESL Class  
There will be a Leadership Meeting at 6:00 p.m. on 

January 5th in the library classroom at Providence. 

We will reflect and share ideas from last semester. 

Classes resume January 12th at 7:00 p.m.  

East Salisbury 

New this year is an opportunity to be physically in 

the school for prayer! We are so grateful for the 

invitation to join the Emmanuel Wesleyan Church 

for prayer with staff and students. We meet once a 

month in the Media Center at 8:15 a.m. Please join 

us! 

Wednesdays 

January 18 

February 15 

March 15 

 

Thank you to the  9 “wrappers” who helped with the  

“Christmas Store” at East Salisbury. We wrapped gifts for 

over 400 children! It was a joyous activity for all! The 

children and staff were very grateful for our support. 

  
 

 
 

Peregrine Senior Living (Atria) Bible Study  

Tuesday mornings we meet with four to six folks for 

hymns and Bible study. We are so grateful to have 

this opportunity to be present among our near 

neighbors each week. If you are interested in helping, 

contact Heather van Brackel. 

 

The Christian Shelter 

“This shelter was planned, built & is provided for 

by…God through His people.” 

We made a delivery of laundry detergent, fabric 

softener, bleach, twin sheet sets, and trash bags this 

month. We continue to help the clothes area clean out 

their storage area to make room for donations. 
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2023 BUDGET 

 

The 2023 Budget was unanimously approved during 

our December 4th worship. Copies are available in 

the office. 

 

Have you picked up your 

envelopes for 2023?  They’re in 

the mailboxes in the back of the 

sanctuary.  If you would like a 

box and didn’t receive one, see 

Judy Harris or call the office. If 

you received a box and no longer use them, please 

notify the office. 

 
Please remember to check your church 

mailbox. 

 
 

Christmas Party 

Thank you to the Children’s Committee for setting 

up a Christmas Party for our children and youth. Eli 

read a Christmas story while we enjoyed hot 

chocolate. The ladies set up several stations to make 

crafts and decorate cookies (which were very tasty)! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
            

 
                      10  Macie Shockley 

       JoAn Vollkommer 

 12  Barbara Brittingham 

 13  Brian Shockley 

 15  Carolyn Aurelio        

                          Zenden Wieland 

 17  Rose Shahid  
 18  Sara Baranowski 

 20  Bill Nibblett 

       Barbara Israel 

 23  Edward Dohr 

 25  Paula Law  

  
Julie Kellam 

31091 E. Line Road, Rm. 8 

Delmar, MD 21875 

 


