
 

February 2023 VOICE of Immanuel 
“We exalt God above all by evangelizing, equipping 

and embracing all nations.” 

“The LORD is strength and my 

shield; my heart trusts in Him, 

and I am helped. My heart leaps 

for joy and I will give thanks to 

Him in song.” 

Ps 28:7 

 

As I write this article, the sky is gray. It has been for 

the past three days. There is a chance of rain 

throughout the afternoon. And the temperature is 

hovering around 40 degrees Fahrenheit. Needless to 

say, I’m fighting a feeling that resembles the 

weather. How about you?  

 

I hope that your response is “Actually, Andrew, I feel 

great!” But I have a feeling, if you aren’t battling the 

blues as you read these words, you will be soon. 

Because life is a moment-by-moment dogfight for 

joy. Isn’t it Christian?  

 

Our joy in Christ is under constant attack from an 

enemy the apostle Peter likens to a roaring lion, 

seeking to devour prey (1 Peter 5:8). If we attempt to 

defend our joy in our own strength by looking to 

circumstance or by relying upon relationship, then 

we will find ourselves routinely defeated and down 

in the dumps. But if we look to Christ, we will find 

mercy and help in our times of need (Heb 4:16). 

 

Tony Reinke rightly observes that “our joy in God is 

bound up with our trust in God.”1 In Psalm 28, David 

cried out to God in the midst of suffering. He pleaded 

for God to hear him (Ps 28:1). David knew well our 

adversary’s war on joy, a war he could not hope to 

 
1 Tony Reinke, “In God We Joy”, Desiring God. April 23, 2013. 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/in-god-we-joy 

win in his own strength. So, he put his trust in the 

LORD (Ps 28:7) and he was not disappointed.  

 

David found joy as he trusted the LORD to be who 

He is (Ps 28:8) and to do what He promises (Ps 28:9). 

Immanuel, may we do the same. Let us fix our eyes 

on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith who 

for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning 

its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne 

of God (Heb 12:2).  

 

Rejoice!  

Pastor Andrew 

 

 
 

 Monday ~ 9:00 – 1:00 

 Wednesday & Thursday ~ 9:30 – 1:30 

  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:45 a.m. ~ Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. ~ Worship 

 

The 11:00 service will be available online at: 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurch

Salisbury 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurchSalisbury
https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurchSalisbury
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SCHEDULE 
 

Feb. 1 ~ 1:30 p.m. Women in the Word Class 

 

Feb. 8 ~ Skycroft Camp Deposit Due 

 

Feb. 10 ~ 6:00 p.m. Peregrine Hymn Sing  

 

Feb. 12 ~ World Hunger Bread Bank Collection  

      7:00 p.m. Youth Game Night @ church 

 

Feb. 15 ~ 8:15 a.m. East Salisbury Prayer 

 

Feb. 25 ~ 10:00 a.m. Women in the Word Brunch 

  

Sunday School Classes 
Are you attending Sunday Morning Bible Study?  

We offer something for everyone and would love to 

have you join us at 9:45 a.m. each Sunday morning.  

Please have a glance at the list below and pray about 

attending one of these classes.  Additionally, pray for 

those leading these classes and pray for those 

attending!  We all need to grow spiritually and here 

is a great opportunity!  

Bob Blankenship is our Sunday School Director.  He 

would be happy to answer your questions regarding 

any of our classes.     

 

Adult Sunday School Classes: 

 

Jeff’s class: 

Curriculum: Explore the Bible for Adults 

includes lessons from John and Luke 

 

Quinn’s class:  

Curriculum: The Gospel Project for Adults 

includes lessons from Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra, 

Zechariah, Esther, and Nehemiah 

 

Mike’s class:  

       Curriculum: The book of Revelation 

 

Paula’s class:  Ladies’ class 

Studying Psalm 115 

 

Children’s Sunday School 

 

Youth:  Led by Martha Morgan and Eden Schofield. 

Curriculum: The Gospel Project.  The Winter 

quarter includes lessons from Jeremiah, Daniel, 

Ezra, Zechariah, Esther, and Nehemiah 

  

Older Children: Led by Melinda Morgan and Thanh 

 Tran 

Curriculum: The Gospel Project. Studying 

Solomon (1 Kings & Proverbs) followed by Job 

& Psalms 

Younger Children: Led by Lisa Lang & 

Maddie Shockley  

Curriculum: Explore the Bible for Kids: 

Matthew, Jeremiah, and Lamentations 

 

Tuesday Mornings 
Everyone is invited to join us in prayer Tuesday 

mornings at 7:30 a.m. in Immanuel’s prayer room. If 

you would like to join by Zoom, contact the pastor 

for an invitation e-mail. 

 

Wednesday Night 
There are children’s activities, youth, and adult 

discipleship classes each Wednesday night at 6:30 

p.m.  
 

Women in the Word: Discipleship and Daily 

Reading Plan 

We will host our 2023 Kick-off Brunch at the church 

on Saturday, February 25 @ 10 am. This will be a 

morning to learn about the program, fellowship with 

like-minded believers, and enjoy a bit of fun. This is 

also the day we hand out your materials so please 

plan to attend. For more information, contact Kristin 

Shockley (302) 466-5016 or Paula Law (410) 422-

3998.  

 

***IMMANUEL ON MISSION*** 
 

 
 

The amount given as of this writing is $6,972.66, 

towards our goal of $7,800. Contributions for the 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering supporting 

International Missions will continue to be collected 

through the end of February. Thank you for your 

support and to God be the glory!  
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Global Hunger Relief Collection 
Bread Banks for Global Hunger 

Relief (GHR) will be collected 

February 12th. Last year Southern 

Baptists collected 3.5 million dollars 

for GHR. 80% was used for 

international needs while 20% went to North 

American needs. 

In addition to meeting critical hunger needs due to 

famine or natural disasters, GHR also focuses on 

long-term, sustainable solutions to end chronic 

hunger. The provide things such as job skills training, 

livestock and seed distribution, clean water, home 

reconstruction and medical care. 

We will find the need for GHR grow as our world 

faces new crises daily. As we contemplate our giving 

to help our neighbors here and abroad, remember that 

we are answering the call to lift Jesus and the gospel 

to those who need spiritual food as well. 

A reminder: the next GHR collection will be August 

13th. Thank you for supporting this mission! 

Mali People Group  

The Mali people group is our church's adopted 

people we pray for. There are 89 districts across India 

to be reached with the gospel. Please pray for 

Immanuel’s missionary group and James and Sarah 

to reach and share the story of Jesus with the Mali 

people. 
 

FROM THE MISSION DIRECTOR 

Remember to pray for the people of Ukraine as the 

war continues another year. Ask God for strength, 

courage, and perseverance as their homeland is 

devastated by war. Continue to pray for safety of the 

many displaced in Ukraine and surrounding nations 

and local churches serving them. Pray for those 

involved in the war and for government officials to 

lead with wisdom. Pray for peace in Ukraine and for 

Ukrainian believers as they seek to be a light in the 

darkness among many who have never heard the 

gospel to experience the hope of Jesus. 

Reading the Mosaic each month has fueled my 

growing enthusiasm for missions as I have learned 

more about our missionaries and their mission. We 

pray and give to support those who go to reach 

further across the nation and around the world. This 

month four of our own have gone to South Asia to 

encourage the work there, teaching the True Gospel 

among believers and local churches. 

~ Heather van Brackel 

 

OUR MISSION PARTNERS 

James & Sarah (IMB) 

Our “cluster” of company people just had a meeting 

all together. It was the first one we’ve been able to 

meet like this since regions were reorganized and 

our new cluster was formed back in 2020. 

Everything went really well. It was a good time of 

looking back at our vision, looking at the reality of 

the work right now, and talking through the ethos of 

what’s it going to take to see these people and 

places reached. Pray for our personnel, as we get 

back into the field, to implement the things talked 

about and learned as God leads.  

 

As we are writing this, the team from Immanuel are 

in the air heading our way! We are so excited to have 

them come and join in the work and in life here. Pray 

for them (well, all of us) to stay healthy these next 3 

weeks. Pray for ears and hearts ready to hear the 

trainings they will be teaching. Pray for opportunities 

to share the Good News and the hope we have in 

Christ with people as we explore the city and around 

our community. Thank y’all!! 

~ In Him, James and Sarah 

 

Paul & Laurel Morgan (Wycliffe) 

“Over the past few months, we have many things to 

thank God for. I was able to help the Zande team 

publish the books of Genesis and Ruth, which have 

now been printed locally. These are the first books to 

be printed, and we're looking forward to valuable 

feedback from the community. 

 

We have also been creating Bible study resources for 

local pastors. We have finished short introductions 

for the books of Genesis, Matthew, and Luke. We 

also have a growing number of resources for 

hermeneutics and preaching. In fact, last week during 

the dedication ceremony for the Omiti New 

Testament, one of our team members led a workshop 

to encourage local pastors as they preach from this 

new translation. 
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In November, we were able to continue the training 

for the six languages in the Bomoko project. During 

this workshop, we checked the translation of their 

first book, the beautiful little book of Ruth. In this 

training, we continued to help these brand-new teams 

as they get used to writing and translating in their 

languages.  

 

God also strengthened our faith as we watched a dear 

friend, who is a Muslim businessman, come to faith 

in Christ. Both Laurel and I were blown away as we 

watched the Holy Spirit bring conviction and peace 

in this new brother's life. It was also a joy to see the 

body of Christ collaborate to help this man be 

discipled. Please pray for him as he is back in his 

home country (where turning to Jesus is illegal) for 

the birth of his third child. Before him lies the 

massive task of telling his family of his newfound 

faith. 

 

Also please pray for these next three months. During 

this time, I hope to attend three New Testament 

dedication ceremonies (Komo, Budu-Nita, Budu-

Koya). I also plan to check the first chapters of Luke 

for four different translations. Please pray that God 

would help coordinate all of these activities. 

 

Thank you so much for your faithful prayers and 

support that make all of this possible … we are so 

thankful for your prayers for us here!” 

Thanks for praying! 

 

Peregrine Senior Living (Atria) Bible Study  

We meet every Tuesday morning at 10:30 a.m. for 

hymns and Bible study with Peregrine residents. We 

are so grateful to have this opportunity to be present 

among our near neighbors each week.  

We are leading a hymn sing on February 10th at 

6:00 p.m. If you are interested in attending, contact 

Heather van Brackel. 
 

 

East Salisbury 

We are so grateful for the invitation to join the 

Emmanuel Wesleyan Church for prayer with staff 

and students. We meet once a month in the Media 

Center at 8:15 a.m. Please join us! 

 

 
Prayer Wednesdays 

February 15 

March 15 

April 19 

 

We have also been invited to Family Game Nights 

each Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in the gym through 

the end of February. There are board games and corn 

hole and time to interact with families and the school 

staff. If you are interested, contact Sara Baranowski. 

 

 
 

 
 

Tax letters for 2022 and tithing 

envelopes for 2023 are in the 

church mailboxes.  If you would 

like a box and didn’t receive one or 

you received a box and no longer 

use them, please notify the office. 
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Youth Updates 

Hey, Church Family, I’m so excited to be back to 

serve alongside you guys. 

This Month, the Youth are 

going to start a new series 

called Heroes of Faith. We 

are also going to have a 

Board Game Night on 

February 12th at 7:00 p.m. 

at the church.  

~ Taylor 

 

 
Crossings at Skycroft is a summer camp experience 

for students who have completed grades 6-12. They 

will experience Christ-centered worship, solid 

Gospel teaching, intentional church group times, 

exciting recreation, adventure, missions’ 

opportunities, and more! The schedule is intensive, 

fun, and focused on challenging youth pastors and 

their students to grow in Christ.  Youth are 

challenged, encounter God in a new way, and leave 

camp changed!  

Our youth will be attending Skycroft summer camp 

again this year from June 18 - 23. As of now, we 

have 18 people attending. The total cost is 330.00 per 

person. If you’re planning to go, the $50.00 deposit 

is due February 8th. 

Anyone wishing to help with expenses to be sure all 

who want to go are able, can donate in the offering 

plate and mark your gift “camp donation”. Any 

amount is greatly appreciated! 

 

Women’s Retreat 

 
Ladies, we are excited about an invitation to join our 

association for a one-night women’s retreat in 

Annapolis. Come with us and enjoy an incredible 

weekend of worship, training, and encouragement, 

so that we can go back home ready to run ON 

purpose and IN the purpose God created us for.  

We will leave Friday, March 10, at 4 p.m. and leave 

Annapolis on Saturday by 5:30 p.m. to come home. 

The cost of registration is $35. We will spend the 

night in a nearby hotel.  

If you are interested in going with us, please let 

Melinda know: 443-523-4594. 

 

ESL Class  
Psalm 124:8  

Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

who made heaven and earth. 

 

The winter/spring ESL semester is proving to be 

challenging but in a very good way!  The classes are 

continuing to grow in number as new students have 

been added to the Advanced class, the Intermediate 

class, the Elementary class, and both of the Beginner 

classes.   

 

Here are some specific things to be praying for:  

* Pray for the Tuesday morning women's 

class.  They have a range of English levels from 7 

different countries, and it makes it a bit of a challenge 

to plan lessons sometimes.   

 

* Praise God for our 10 new students last week and 

8 students this week.  

 

* Pray for our Beginner 1 teacher especially because 

she has 8 new students that need to start over from 

the beginning and 10 old students that have advanced 

in the book (but not enough to move to Beginner 

2).  Pray for wisdom as she plans her lessons and 

figures out a good balance to help both sets of 

students.  

 

* Praise God for all our volunteers - the people that 

set out snacks each week, set up tables, open the 

building, teach classes, help in the classes, register 

people and type in paperwork, and clean up after 

classes are over.  

 

*Praise God for His help each week. He has made 

our paths smooth each week this year. It is a grand 

thing to rest in the strength of the one who made 

heaven and earth.   
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Please remember Shirley Wood and her family upon 

the passing of her stepson, Michael Wood, on 

January 17th.  

 
 

Please remember Pat and 

Jerry Christiana (long-time 

previous Immanuel 

members) in the loss of 

their daughter, Cindy 

Muenster on January 18th. 

A service was held on 

January 25th. 

      

 
                        2   Jim Moyer 

              Ryan Eisemann 

       6    Lyle Jarrett 

       21   Caleb Morgan 

              Johanne Nibblett 

       23   Jesse Baranowski 

              Makayla Webster 

       25   Paul Ferrier 

       28   Erma Sheats    

              Josiah Heslop 

 

Thank you for praying Immanuel 

family. Rory's recovery is going 

well. His surgery just before 

Christmas was successful. The 

team at University of MD was 

exceptional for the five days we 

spent there. We so appreciate the prayers of many for 

his healing and recovery at home.  We have been 

astonished by God's faithfulness; Rory should be 

playing golf again this Spring! 

Every Member a Missionary  
There is always something that we may do here closer 

to home at our partner school among students and staff, 

with seniors at Peregrine and internationals learning 

English on Thursday nights. May this story inspire us 

whenever God provides an opportunity in our daily 

routine. It’s good to be prepared to give a reason for our 

hope. God is up to much! 

“Multiple medical issues plagued the obviously 

miserable woman. When Clara came into the medical 

office where I worked, she did not enthusiastically 

greet anyone. And uttered only a barely whispered, 

obligatory “thank you” when she rushed out the door to 

leave. No smiles, no pleasantries.  One day Clara 

paused by my desk as she left, and hopelessness was 

clearly evident. “I wasn’t always this way,” Clara 

divulged softly. “Years ago, I had a job that served 

others. My health was good, and my family life was 

fulfilling and active. Each day offered me many reasons 

to get up in the morning. That all changed when several 

illnesses attacked simultaneously. Now I stay home 

most of the time. Getting out is challenging physically, 

not to speak of the stares from people who are 

wondering why I’m so helpless,” Clara concluded her 

enlightening statements with a telling look that 

indicated there was more to come. 

“But I just wanted to thank you for always being nice 

to me. Your patience and friendliness make these trips 

bearable, even if I don’t show it.” I was surprised that 

my exchanges with Clara had held any significance, 

and her revelation taught me some principles about 

being hasty to criticize people based on their 

countenance or conduct. 

First, offer a sincere, compassionate smile. A warm 

greeting breaks barriers and may lead to an informative 

conversation that explains hidden circumstances. 

Second, listen attentively. Five minutes of venting can 

put circumstances in perspective. So often people just 

need someone to truly hear them. Fatigue, depression, 

or situational anxiety builds up in all our lives 

occasionally. 

Third, if a response is called for in the situation, keep it 

short. Extend encouragement and appropriate insight. 

Only God has the answers. Silently pray you can lead 

the hurting individual to Him. 

We all have days we would rather not walk through. 

When we encounter a person we suspect is having one 

of those days, we can be sensitive and sympathetic. 

Above all, we can be like Jesus to him or her. 

 

Adapted From Cynthia Price writing for Missions 

Mosaic January 2023 


