
 

March 2023 VOICE of Immanuel 
“We exalt God above all by evangelizing, equipping 

and embracing all nations.” 

                                             

“O my Strength, I sing praise 

to you; you, O God, are my 

fortress, my loving God.”                                           

Psalm 59:17 

 

In their song “Relate”, the band For King and 

Country asks the listener “Has life hit you so hard 

that you’ve been knocked down?” I don’t know how 

you feel at the moment, but I imagine we have all 

found ourselves looking up from our backs at some 

point in the past. We have all encountered the 

unexpected and in swerving to avoid it ended upside 

down in life’s ditch. David certainly had. 

A national hero following a giant victory (1 Samuel 

17), Saul appointed this former shepherd to lead 

Israel’s armies and God provided David with 

astonishing success (1 Samuel 18). He became the 

talk of the town, the nation even, but strangely the 

king wasn’t happy. Saul grew to envy David, 

becoming so paranoid he even attempted to pin him 

to a wall. But David escaped. Only for Saul to try 

again, this time employing others to trap David in his 

home. And again, David eluded the king, escaping 

down a ladder with the aid of his wife (1 Samuel 19). 

David got away, but he had the wind knocked out of 

him in the process. 

Later, David wrote a song while reflecting on this 

experience, Psalm 59. In this poem, David recalls his 

fear in the face of his “enemies”, “evildoers”, and 

“bloodthirsty men” (vs. 1–2). He sings of the 

injustice of their attacks and his innocence before 

their schemes (vs. 3–4). David recognizes that life is 

hard and, sometimes, inexplicably unfair. Yet, 

despite his frustration at the hurt and pain he 

experienced, he celebrates God’s strength and 

rejoices in God’s love. Because God’s love isn’t 

based upon feeling or circumstance. It is as He is, 

eternal and unfailing. Therefore, David sings 

knowing that God is his “refuge in times of trouble” 

(vs. 16). A statement reflecting the twin realities that 

God is both present in the face of life’s problems and 

that He provides protection for those who are His. 

Immanuel, may we sing with David, “O my Strength, 

I sing praise to you; you, O God, are my fortress, my 

loving God.” For in Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, 

God has worked salvation for us. Therefore, if God 

is for us, who can be against us (Romans 8:31)? 

Rejoice!  

Pastor Andrew 

 
 

 Monday ~ 9:00 – 1:00 

 Wednesday & Thursday ~ 9:30 – 1:30 

 

 
  

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:45 a.m. ~ Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. ~ Worship 

 

The 11:00 service will be available online at: 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurch

Salisbury 

https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurchSalisbury
https://www.facebook.com/ImmanuelBaptistChurchSalisbury
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SCHEDULE 
 

Mar. 1 ~ 1:30 p.m. Women in the Word Class 

 

Mar. 5 – 12 ~ Annie Armstrong Week of Prayer  

 

Mar. 6 ~ Women in the Word 2023 Begin Reading 

 

Mar. 8 ~ 6:30 p.m. Covenant Meeting   

     8:30 – 9:00 p.m. On-line Prayer with 

        James & Sarah 

 

Mar. 10 – 11 ~ Women’s Retreat 

 

Mar. 12 ~ Lord’s Supper  

       Time Change 

 

Mar. 15 ~ 8:15 a.m. East Salisbury Prayer 

 

Mar. 19 ~ Pure Water, Pure Love Collection  

 

Mar. 19 ~ 6:30 p.m. Youth Nerf Night 

 

Mar. 31 ~ East Salisbury Basketball Game  

       

 Sunday School Classes 
Are you attending Sunday Morning Bible Study?  

We offer something for everyone and would love to 

have you join us at 9:45 a.m. each Sunday morning.  

Please have a glance at the list below and pray about 

attending one of these classes.  Additionally, pray for 

those leading these classes and pray for those 

attending!  We all need to grow spiritually and here 

is a great opportunity!  

Bob Blankenship is our Sunday School Director.  He 

would be happy to answer your questions regarding 

any of our classes.     

 

 

Adult Sunday School Classes: 

 

Jeff’s class: 

Curriculum: Explore the Bible for Adults 

includes lessons from John 12 – 21. 

 

Quinn’s class:  

Curriculum: The Gospel Project for Adults 

includes lessons from John 1, 3 & 4, Mark 1, 

Luke 2, 4 & 5, Matthew 4. 

 

Mike’s class:  

       Curriculum: The book of Revelation 

 Ron McKelvey will begin character studies at 

the end of March including Samson, Samuel, 

Elijah, and Elisha. 

 

Paula’s class:  Ladies’ class 

Studying Psalm 115. Beginning study on the 

resurrection at the end of March. 

 

Children’s Sunday School 

 

Youth:  Led by Martha Morgan and Eden Schofield. 

Curriculum: The Gospel Project.   

Includes John 1, 3, & 4, Mark 1, Luke 2, 4, & 

5, Matthew 4. 

  

Older Children: Led by Melinda Morgan and Thanh 

 Tran 

Curriculum: The Gospel Project.  

Includes Elijah & Elisha. 

   

Younger Children: Led by Lisa Lang & 

Maddie Shockley  

Curriculum: Explore the Bible for Kids:  

Matthew, Ezekiel, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and 

the Song of Songs. 

 

 

Tuesday Mornings 
Everyone is invited to join us in prayer Tuesday 

mornings at 7:30 a.m. in Immanuel’s prayer room. If 

you would like to join by Zoom, contact the pastor 

for an invitation e-mail. 

 

Wednesday Night 
There are children’s activities, youth, and adult 

discipleship classes each Wednesday night at 6:30 

p.m. For those how can make it, you are invited to 

join us for prayer at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday Night Covenant Meeting 
We will be having dinner and our quarterly covenant 

meeting on Wednesday, March 8th starting at 6:30. 

Hear reports of what the Lord is doing through 

Immanuel. 

Youth, Young Adults, GA’s & RA’s will meet as 

usual. Andrew continues to facilitate “The Story of 

the Bible” during the Adult Bible Study time. 
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Women in the Word: Discipleship and Daily 

Reading Plan 

Women in the Word held our annual kick-off brunch 

on Saturday, February 25. We shared a meal and 

played a game to get to know this year's 

accountability group leaders. We passed out our 

2023 materials and revealed the memory passage for 

the year. (Hint: we are not memorizing a Psalm this 

year!)  

 

 
"If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free." John 8:31-32 

 

We plan to begin reading together on Monday, 

March 6. There is still time to join us! If you would 

like more information or would like to have a 

Women in the Word book, talk to Paula Law or 

Kristin Shockley.  

 

***IMMANUEL ON MISSION*** 

The Week of Prayer for the Annie Armstrong Easter 

Offering is March 5 - 12. The theme this year is 

“United, Called to Be One” using the scripture “If, 

then, there is any encouragement in Christ, if any 

consolation of love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, 

if any affection and mercy, make my joy complete by 

thinking the same way, having the same love, united 

in spirit, intent on one purpose.” Philippians 2:1-2 

(CSB)  

The Week of Prayer for North American Missions is 

a time for Southern Baptist Convention churches to 

intentionally pray for missionaries, their ministries, 

and their families. Prayer is the fuel for spiritually 

sustaining missionaries in places where the gospel is 

greatly needed, but often opposed. 

There’s amazing diversity among the people who 

live across the United States, Canada, and Puerto 

Rico yet as Christians, we’re united by a common 

purpose—to reach our neighbors and beyond with 

the gospel. That need has never been greater in North 

America. This week you’ll read about missionaries 

reaching Native Americans in South Dakota, 

Romanians in New York and more stories of 

missionaries serving in communities with great 

gospel need. But these missionaries do not serve 

alone. They have a support system of millions of 

Southern Baptists like you. Your prayers this week 

and beyond make you an essential part of their 

mission team. To see even more of these 

missionaries’ stories and how your prayers are 

making an impact, visit the link to each featured 

video. And, to receive weekly missionary prayer 

requests all year, sign up at namb.net/Pray. 

Annie Armstrong is the primary way we support 

mission efforts in North America, which supports 

2,200 plus Southern Baptist missionaries and their 

families serving in Canada, the United States, and its 

territories. 100% of your gifts go directly to this 

mission. Immanuel’s 2023 goal is $3,800. 

 
The amount given as of this writing is $7,362.66 

towards our goal of $7,800. Thank you for your 

support and to God be the glory!  

 

Pure Water, Pure Love  

The GA/RA Mission 

Kids will present a 

program for Pure Water, 

Pure Love on Sunday, 

March 19th. This 

organization provides 

new wells and water 

filters for our 

missionaries and the people they serve. You will 

have an opportunity to contribute to this program at 

the end of the service. 
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Global Hunger Relief Collection 
Bread Banks for Global Hunger 

Relief (GHR) were  collected in 

February. We received $487.23 in this 

collection. Immanuel has collected 

$67,125.45 since we began tracking 

our giving to this mission in 1985. 

 
This fund was established in 1978 as the World 

Hunger Fund by the initiative of the Southern Baptist 

Convention dedicated to combating hunger and 

sharing the Bread of Life, later being renamed  

Global Hunger Relief. 

Missions-focused GHR projects are carried out by 

Send Relief, a joint ministry of the North American 

Mission Board and International Mission Board. All 

GHR projects have an intentional spiritual strategy, 

work with Southern Baptist personnel, solicit local 

input and expertise, and have accountability 

measures built in. 

 
A reminder: the next GHR collection will be in 

August. Bread Banks are available in the back of the 

sanctuary. Thank you for supporting this mission! 

 

FROM THE MISSION DIRECTOR 

Again this month, I've been drawn back to the Lord's 

prayer  in Matthew chapter 6 where Jesus taught his 

disciples to pray, "Your kingdom come, Your will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven". The radio has been 

playing songs that encourage us to pray "let Your 

kingdom come and Your will be done". The news 

suggests that evil of all kinds is winning at this time. 

I'm learning to speak truth in response to the 

headlines, reminding myself that God knows the big 

picture. Isaiah 55:8 says, "'For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,' 

declares the Lord." Also, Jesus said, "My Father is 

always at His work to this very day, and I too am 

working" (Jh 5:17) I try not to react but pray as Jesus 

did in the garden, not my will but Your will be done. 

Reading in the Mission Mosaic again this last month, 

Meghan Bowker suggests that praying for God's will 

and His kingdom to come is praying for the salvation 

of nonbelievers. So, I will keep praying as Jesus did 

thankful for God at work through our missionaries 

around the world and across the nation. A revival is 

taking place among students and staff drawing 

people near and far to Asbury University in 

Kentucky. God is up to much! 

ESL classes have been a great joy as new students 

join each week and God provides all that we need on 

Thursday nights. Please consider joining as a helper. 

Students just want to learn English and have an 

opportunity to practice in conversation. If you sense 

God stirring your heart for our many new neighbors, 

pray for ESL as we wrap up the Spring semester this 

month and plan activities for our students and 

families.  

~ Heather van Brackel 

 

OUR MISSION PARTNERS 

James & Sarah (IMB) 

In January our cluster had the chance to get together 

for a cluster meeting. Besides a few short stents 

around our Affinity meeting this past July, this was 

the first real amount of time we've had together, in-

person, as a cluster since we became a cluster 2 years 

ago. It went really well. We had a good time in the 

Word together, praying together, revisiting our goals 

and thinking through what's it going to take to see our 

mega-segments reached. Everyone seemed to come 

away with some good action steps and takeaways 

from the meeting. Pray for our cluster as we 

implement the things we learned and follow God's 

guiding in how to move forward this next year. Pray 

for perseverance. Pray for more workers to come join 

in the work. Pray the Holy Spirit would 

work miraculously in the hearts of the people here, 

opening their eyes to see the Truth! 

We just had a volunteer team here (of which two 

were James' parents!). They helped by teaching our 

True Gospel teaching. They taught 6 different 

churches about some of the true promises of the 

Bible, combating some of the common false 

promises that have become so prevalent in the world. 

 

After one of the trainings, one pastor confessed in 

front of his church that they have been sharing the 

wrong thing. They had been promising healing to 

unbelievers if they would trust in Jesus; when they 

didn’t get healed, they didn’t know what to do. Now, 

they are confident in what the Bible says about 

healing and what they can promise unbelievers if 

they trust in Jesus (eternal life, the Holy Spirit, and a 

new life transformed by the Holy Spirit). Praise the 

Lord! The Gospel will go out strong, rather than 

being weakened by false temporal promises.  
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On March 8th, 8:30-9:00 p.m. EST, our cluster will 

be having an online prayer time. Join us in praying 

for the people of BBNJ. We'll send out the link in a 

few days for those of you interested in joining.  

 

Paul & Laurel Morgan (Wycliffe) 

Praise God for the arrival of the New Testaments in 

Budu-Koya, Budu-Nita, Komo, and Omiti. The 

dedication for Omiti has already taken place, and the 

other dates are set : Komo on Feb. 3, Budu-Koya on 

Feb. 7, and Budu-Nita on Feb. 9. Pray that these huge 

ceremonies would launch strong engagement with 

Scripture in these languages. Paul hopes to travel to 

the Komo celebration and the whole family to 

theNita celebration. Pray for the six Bomoko 

translation projects as they prepare and check Luke 

3—8 this quarter. Pray for the Pazande translation 

project, as they prepare and check Luke 1—11 

this quarter. 

In addition, continue to pray for the Oral Bible 

Translation teams at CITBA. All three of these teams 

have struggled this past year with technical 

challenges, and when one set of challenges 

is resolved, it seems a new one presents itself. Pray 

that they would be able to make quick progress to 

recuperate the time lost. Pray for the security 

situation during this election year in DR Congo. Pray 

for the upcoming media workshop that it will 

enable language communities to spread Scripture 

using different audio-visual media. This workshop is 

currently underfunded, so if you would like to help, 

please contact us. Finally, please pray for our 

upcoming home assignment in the US. Lord willing, 

we will be back in the US from April through 

September this year, and we would love to connect 

with as many as possible and share personally with 

you about the ministry here. 

Thank you for your prayers and support! 

 

 

Peregrine Senior Living (Atria) Bible Study  

We meet in the dining room on Tuesday mornings 

at 10:30 a.m. with four to six residents at Peregrine 

Sr Living to pray, sing hymns, and study the Book of 

Luke. I’m so grateful for Erma playing the piano for 

us and Bob for teaching the lesson. Our next Hymn 

Sing has been scheduled for Friday, April 14th  

from 6 - 7 p.m., masks are no longer required. Come 

make a joyful noise with dozens of enthusiastic 

seniors, your heart will be greatly encouraged  🎶.  

 

East Salisbury 

We are so grateful for the invitation to join the 

Emmanuel Wesleyan Church for prayer with staff 

and students. We meet once a month in the Media 

Center at 8:15 a.m. Please join us! 

 

 
Prayer Wednesdays 

March 15 

April 19 

May 17 

 

A group of us met several Wednesday nights at the school 

for their game nights. We are thankful to have had the 

opportunity to interact with staff, students, and parents. 

Coming next, we have been invited to help at a concession 

stand for a student/staff basketball game the evening of 

Friday, March 31st. If you are interested in helping, 

contact Sara Baranowski for details. 

 

The Christian Shelter 

“This shelter was planned, built & is provided for 

by…God through His people.” 

We made a delivery of laundry detergents, fabric 

softeners, Lysol wipes, sheet sets & sugar to the 

Shelter this month.  

 

ESL Class  

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that 

trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about. 

Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and 

shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart. 

Psalm 32:10-11 

 

The semester continues and much is happening.  

Some weeks feel pretty crazy. One week the people 

who normally set up were sick and couldn't set up. 

One week almost half the staff was sick or travelling. 

One class didn't have any students. Another class 

didn't have any teachers. We are continuing to 
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register new students. But through it all, God 

continues to show us He is good, and we are glad and 

rejoice in all that He has and will do through the 

Word spoken every week in our ESL classes. 

 

Please pray –  

• Please continue to pray for our Beginner 1 

class. They have a lot of students, and it takes 

a lot of planning to be able to teach them well. 

• Praise God for our Beginner 2 and 

Elementary classes.  Several students trickled 

in who saw the banner outside the 

church.  Some of them have come for the first 

time and some of them are returning students 

from 2018 and 2019. One of the returning 

students told me that whenever she is in the 

area of the church she looks to see if the 

banner is up. 

• Pray for all the staff as they travel or get over 

various illnesses. 

• Praise God for His mercy and pray that he 

would pour out his mercies on our students 

each week, that they would hear the word of 

God and believe it. 

• Continue to pray for the Tuesday morning 

ladies Bible study! 

 

Thanks for praying for this important ministry!  

 

~Paula Law 

 

 
Women’s Retreat 

 
We have 15 ladies from Immanuel joining our 

association for a one-night women’s retreat in 

Annapolis. This will be an incredible weekend of 

worship, training, and encouragement, so that we can 

go back home ready to run ON purpose and IN the 

purpose God created us for.  

We will leave Friday, March 10, at 4 p.m. and leave 

Annapolis on Saturday by 5:30 p.m. to come home.  

  Taylor’s Takes 

The month of February was 

really fun! We had a Murder 

Mystery game which was 

great! We are still going 

through the series Heroes of 

Faith. In the last couple 

weeks, we saw that God is a 

Promise Keeper through 

Noah, Abraham , and Sarah. March 19th is Nerf 

Night . You won’t want to miss out!! ~ Taylor 

 

 
Youth Murder Mystery 

 

 
 

                             2   George Webster 

          3   Tabitha Morgan 

            Zachary Wootten 

                                  Aliza Heslop 

                             5    Dottie Warfield 

        7   Martha Morgan 

                             9   Jeremy Heslop 

      16   Annie Dethloff 

     19   Leigh Ann Blades 

     23   Donald Bennett 

      Robert Blankenship 

          Gary Webster 

 
 

Please remember in prayer Steve & 

Barbara Israel and their family upon 

the passing of Steve’s brother, 

David, on February 4th.  
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Church T-Shirts 

              
We are planning to order shirts designed with our 

church logo. If you pre-order, you can choose the 

color and size you prefer. Choose from green, 

medium blue, brick red, or black. There are Youth 

sizes XS – XL and adult sizes Small – 3XL. Each 

shirt costs $17.00, which does not need to be pre-

paid. Call the office or talk with Taylor to pre-order. 

We are taking orders until Wednesday March 15th. 

 

 
Crossings at Skycroft is a summer camp experience 

for students who have completed grades 6-12. Our 

youth will be attending Skycroft summer camp again 

this year from June 18 - 23. As of now, we have 18 

people attending. The total cost is $330.00 per 

person.  

Anyone wishing to help with expenses to be sure all 

who want to go are able, can donate in the offering 

plate and mark your gift “camp donation”. Any 

amount is greatly appreciated! 

 

Prayer List for March 2023 
The “Long Term” Prayer List 

Carolyn Aurelio 

Julia Brandt, Crohn’s disease (Shirley Wood) 

Maureen Dohr 

Shirley Manning, home 

Bill Nibblett, COPD 

Joan Phillips ,Wicomico nursing home 

Melissa Powell 

Joyce Simpson 

Dee Ward, vision loss 

Paul Ferrier, home with care 

Remy surgery healing home 

Trish Fisher { J. Nibblett} 

Julie Kellam , Delmar Villas 

Dr. Robert Scherr cancer 

Judith Scherr Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s 

Cheryl McKelvey’s dad 

Medical 

Darrel Bell, cancer (J. Nibblett) 

Kevin Jordan, recovering from operation 

Janet Kennedy (J. Nibblett) 

Joe Wheeler cancer of blood treatments (Carrie) 

Paul Braungart back and leg pain 

Gary Webster treatments, healing for cancer 

Rose Shahid neck pain and vertigo 

Steve Brewer recovery from surgery 

Araceli Monds , home recovering 

Peggy Truitt praying for healing. 

Jake herniated disc, healing. 

 

Special Requests 

Mardela Springs church plant services 

Facility staff at Peregrine 

Members caring for family at home 

Shirley Wood’s family 

Steve Israel’s family, death of brother 

 

Answered Prayers 

Mission team’s home from Asia 

New students joining ESL classes 

Hymn sing at Peregrine 

Rory’s recovery going very well 
 

Mission & Ministry 

Prayer for the Mali people of S Asian 

Giving to Annie Armstrong offering 

Women in the Word 

Giving to Lottie Moon offering 

ESL classes Thru. Night1/12 to 3/30 

 

Immanuel on Mission 

Mission Partners 

Christian Shelter 

James & Sarah I M B 

Paul & Laurel Wycliffe 

Mission Cry 

Eastern Baptist Association 

Faith Partnership East Salisbury Elementary 

Baptist Convention of Md, De. 
 

 

 

Thank you for updating prayer requests with 

the office! 
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